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PAYING TRIBUTE TO CASEY 
BROWN 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize Casey 
Brown of Ignacio, Colorado. Mr. Brown has 
been a dedicated citizen and leader of the 
Southwest Colorado community and it is my 
honor to pay tribute to his accomplishments 
before this body of Congress and this nation. 

Casey graduated from New Mexico State 
University and the University of Wyoming with 
a focus on wool production. After college and 
a brief teaching stint at California State Poly-
technic University in Pomona, California, 
Casey returned to the Four Corners area to 
help his father run their family ranch in New 
Mexico. Casey has continued to manage the 
ranch, which now includes a herd of 2,500 
sheep and 200 cattle. 

Casey has always been active in agricultural 
and community activities, serving as a mem-
ber of the San Juan County Fair Association, 
the New Mexico State University experimental 
station advisory board, the Pine River Irriga-
tion District board, and as the founder of Citi-
zens for Common Sense Government. Addi-
tionally, Casey is the past president of the 
Colorado Wool Growers Association, which 
recognized him as Wool Grower of the Year in 
1993. Among other honors, Casey was the La 
Plata County Cattleman of the Year in 1992, 
DACRA Agriculturalist of the Year in 1999, 
and earned special recognition for service by 
the National Public Lands Council in 1994. 

For his significant contributions in the agri-
cultural community, Casey was named the 
seventh recipient of the Southwestern Colo-
rado Livestock Association’s Distinguished 
Service Award, which honors members who 
have gone above and beyond in their contribu-
tions to the livestock industry. Mr. Speaker, it 
is with honor that I commend Mr. Casey 
Brown before this body of Congress and this 
great nation for his dedication to his trade and 
his community. His contributions have greatly 
benefited the people of the Four Corners re-
gion and I am honored to have the opportunity 
to represent such a fine Coloradan. I wish 
Casey the best of luck with all of his future en-
deavors.

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1104, CHILD ABDUCTION 
PREVENTION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 26, 2003

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in opposition to this rule, H. Res. 160. 

The rule in the House should mirror the 
opinion of our colleagues in the Senate, that 
H.R. 1104 should be reduced to one single 
issue: The Amber Alert system. 

The rule as written, however, provides for 
debate on extraneous issues ranging from 
sentencing guidelines, to penalties for posses-
sion of child pornography, to the investigative 
powers of the U.S. Secret Service. 

While these and the other extraneous provi-
sions in H.R. 1104 are worthy of our full con-
sideration, those provisions should not be con-
sidered in H.R. 1104. 

The House should debate and pass a clean 
Amber Alert bill, just as the Senate passed a 
clean Amber Alert bill with S. 121. 

By passing a clean Amber Alert bill we send 
a clear message to America’s families that the 
safety of our children is a priority second to 
none. 

We also increase the likelihood that more 
child abductions will have the happy ending 
experienced by the family of Elizabeth Smart, 
who, as we all know, was safely returned to 
her family after a nine-month-long kidnapping 
ordeal. 

The Republican majority’s decision to bog 
down the Amber Alert bill with several unnec-
essary and unrelated provisions is inexplicable 
and endangers our children. 

It seems as though the majority has used 
every conceivable measure to load up the bill 
and make it more difficult to pass. 

The Senate set aside their partisan agendas 
and took a giant step toward protecting Amer-
ica’s children by passing a clean, bipartisan 
Amber Alert bill. 

The Majority should set aside their agenda 
and eliminate these extraneous provisions so 
that the House, too, can pass a clean Amber 
Alert bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 412, a clean 
Amber Alert bill. 

I oppose the rule, H. Res. 160.

f 

CONGRATULATING MEMBERS OF 
THE MATIGNON HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize two more members of the Matignon 
Warriors boys’ basketball team that won the 
MIAA Division 4 state championship on March 
10, 2003. Last week I submitted for the record 
the Warriors’ team roster, and inadvertently 
left out Jimmy Burns and Michael Flaherty. I 
would like to correct that today, and congratu-
late them on their successful season.

TRIBUTE TO THE NATIONAL SERV-
ICE ORGANIZATION OF SCHO-
LASTIC 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take 
this means to recognize the fine accomplish-
ments of the National Service Organization of 
Scholastic, which is the largest employer in 
Jefferson City, MO. Scholastic was rewarded 
the PR News 2002 Corporate Social Respon-
sibility Award. 

Scholastic has been awarded this honor due 
to their ongoing innovation campaigns and on-
going programs. Scholastic was honored in 
the category of Diversity Communications for 
its partnership with Lincoln University on spon-
sorships, scholarships, job internships, and 
book donations. The company sponsors pro-
grams that provide speakers and curriculum 
literature, and also recognizes outstanding 
achievement of faculty, staff, and volunteers 
for local schools. 

Scholastic also has a long-term commitment 
to Missouri through their annual summer book 
donation program, which provides children at 
more than 150 schools with a donation of 
three books for each student for summer read-
ing. Scholastic also provides Lincoln University 
books and materials each month for their chil-
dren’s library. In addition, the company fosters 
recruitment opportunities and sponsors writing 
and student awards programs. Many of Scho-
lastic’s employees also serve on Lincoln Uni-
versity’s advisory board. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that the National Serv-
ice Organization of Scholastic should be hon-
ored for their commitment to serving their local 
communities. They can be proud of their ac-
complishments. I know the Members of the 
House will join me in congratulating Scholastic 
for this well deserved award.

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ROBERT 
DUNCAN 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with much 
pleasure that I rise today to honor the accom-
plishments of Robert Duncan of the San Juan 
Technical School located in Denver, Colorado. 
Robert has dedicated his life to passing on his 
extensive knowledge and experience, pro-
viding many students with otherwise unthink-
able opportunities. I wish to take this oppor-
tunity to acknowledge Robert’s dedication and 
commitment to education before this body of 
Congress and this Nation. 

Robert is known for his expertise in auto-
motive technology and his dedication to his 
students. His recent award recognizes Rob-
ert’s ability as a teacher, particularly empha-
sizing the dramatic increases in enrollment in 
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Robert’s courses and his success recruiting 
women into his automotive technology pro-
gram. Furthermore, Robert has won acclaim 
for his unique talent for welcoming special 
education students and helping them excel in 
the program. Great teachers, like Robert, draw 
on their own practical experience in order to 
bring the real world into the classroom. Re-
cently, the State Board of Community Col-
leges and Occupational Education named 
Robert faculty member of the year. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand today and 
recognize Robert Duncan before this Con-
gress and this Nation. We should all express 
our deepest gratitude to teachers like Robert. 
They make an enormous difference one life at 
a time, providing countless students with op-
portunity and hope. Teaching truly is a noble 
calling, and Robert has answered that call.

f 

LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I commend to my 
colleagues’ attention the following letter sent 
to President George W. Bush by members of 
the California Legislature stating their opposi-
tion to war against Iraq. I am proud of these 
52 lawmakers who represent a diversity of 
California’s citizens. They understand first-
hand the cost of this capricious act. Financing 
this war will mean less federal investment in 
schools and nursing homes and the loss of 
basic services for the working poor, the dis-
abled and mentally-ill. They are rightly con-
cerned about the impact this war will have on 
those young Americans who have been called 
to fight. They are disappointed about the di-
minished respect and influence America will 
have in the world given the President’s use of 
military power, not the interests of peace and 
democracy, in his approach to foreign affairs. 
I commend my fellow Californians for their elo-
quence and outspokenness on an issue of 
such great importance to the American peo-
ple.

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE, 
March 4, 2003. 

Hon. GEORGE W. BUSH, 
President, United States of America, The White 

House, Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: As Members of the 
California State Legislature, we respectfully 
write in opposition to a war on Iraq without 
a formal resolution by the United Nations 
Security Council and a declaration of war by 
Congress. 

As elected representatives of the largest 
population and economy in America, we have 
many concerns over the policies your admin-
istration is pursuing. These include: 

A lack of credible evidence that meets the 
standard of ‘‘beyond a reasonable doubt’’ 
that shows the imminent danger Iraq poses 
to America’s essential interests. Neither 
Colin Powell nor Hans Blix presented a case 
sufficient to warrant an attack by American 
forces. 

A failure to persuade other nations to sup-
port our intentions. Unlike the aftermath of 
the Attack on America, you have not been 
able to enlist the support of other key na-
tions, who presumably have been given even 
more intelligence data than has the Amer-
ican public. This lack of geo-political soli-
darity substantially weakens America’s case 
in the court of world opinion. Further, it en-

hances the prospects of fighting a war with 
few allies. 

Lack of clarity about the possible insta-
bility in the Middle East during the war and 
subsequent foreign occupation of Iraq. It 
seems unlikely that the Muslim world will 
for long passively accept America’s incur-
sion—whatever our provocation. 

Respectfully, 
Don Perata, Byron Sher, Jack Scott, 

Mike Machado, Tom Torlakson, Gloria 
Romero, Wesley Chesbro, Debra Bowen, 
Deborah Ortiz, John Burton, Liz 
Figueroa, Gil Cedillo, Sheila Kuehl, 
John Vasconcellos, Edward Vincent, 
Richard Alarcón, Jackie Speier, Dede 
Alpert. 

Paul Koretz, John Longville, Mervyn 
Dymally, Christine Kehoe, Jackie 
Goldberg, Fabian Nuńez, Sally J. 
Lieber, Ronald Calderon, John Laird, 
Loni Hancock, Judy Chu, Patricia 
Wiggins, Alan Lowenthal, Hannah-Beth 
Jackson, Gene Mullin, Cindy 
Montañez, Marco Firebaugh, Patty 
Berg, Wilma Chan.

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SOCIAL PROB-
LEM OF CHILD ABUSE AND NE-
GLECT, AND SUPPORTING EF-
FORTS TO ENHANCE PUBLIC 
AWARENESS OF THE PROBLEM 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 26, 2003

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of H. Res. 113 recognizing 
the social problem of child abuse and neglect, 
and supporting efforts to enhance public 
awareness of the problem. Although we live in 
the world’s wealthiest nation, we have yet to 
eradicate some of the most disheartening so-
cial ills that plague our society. Throughout 
this great republic, it is a fact that many of our 
children are in great need, impacted by the 
horrifying realities of unsafe and unhealthy liv-
ing environments, wherein abuse and neglect 
tear away at the very core of their youthful-
ness. 

With regards to the prevalence of this prob-
lem, in 1999, an estimated 3,244,000 children 
were reported to Child Protective Services 
agencies as alleged victims of child maltreat-
ment. Child abuse reports have maintained a 
steady growth for the past ten years, with the 
total number of reports nationwide increasing 
45 percent since 1987. Neglect represents the 
most common type of reported and substan-
tiated form of maltreatment. In 1996, 25 States 
provided the following breakdown for reported 
cases: 62 percent involved neglect, 25 percent 
physical abuse, 7 percent sexual abuse, 3 
percent emotional maltreatment, and 4 percent 
other. For substantiated cases, 31 States gave 
the following breakdowns: 60 percent neglect, 
23 percent physical, 9 percent sexual, 4 per-
cent emotional maltreatment and 5 percent 
other. 

Figures issued by another study conducted 
in 2000, which surveyed 48 States, rep-
resenting over 95 percent of the population 
under 18, reveal a serious need for concern. 
Approximately 1,356 children died due to 
causes of child abuse and neglect. More spe-
cifically, children under 5 years old accounted 
for four out of five of all fatalities reported, 
which served as the 2nd leading cause of 

death of children ages 1–4 in the United 
States. In that same year, children under 1 
year old accounted for two out of five of all fa-
talities reported. 

In the State of Texas, Child Protective Serv-
ices reported there were 131,147 investiga-
tions of child abuse and neglect and 47,532 
were confirmed victims. In fact, of the child 
abuse and neglect related fatalities in the 
State of Texas, figures from 2001 data show 
Harris County with the most occurrences. 

To this end, there is no doubt that child 
abuse and neglect continues to be a signifi-
cant problem in the United States. These sta-
tistics can only begin to help us understand 
the scope of the problem—who is affected and 
what extents to which they are. Nonetheless, 
this legislation makes way for others in the 
public who may not ordinarily think about such 
problems more acutely aware of these issues. 

Our children are our future, but their health 
and safety in our society continues to decline. 
Everyone has an obligation to ensuring chil-
dren have a chance at a great life and a pros-
perous future. The reality is alarming, but our 
commitment to the goals of this legislation 
must be strong. Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE VETERANS OF 
FOREIGN WARS, GREATER RIV-
ERSIDE CHAMBERS OF COM-
MERCE, MORENO VALLEY CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE, AMERICAN 
RED CROSS, SALVATION ARMY 
AND COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, 
MARCH CANTEEN, HARVEST 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP AND 
OTHERS 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to several organizations 
whose patriotism, dedication and contributions 
to the troops deploying out of March Air Re-
serve Base in Riverside, California are excep-
tional. As our troops have been preparing to 
deploy to the Middle East many local organi-
zations have taken it upon themselves to pro-
vide an outpouring of support and assistance. 
The local organizations involved have been 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Greater River-
side Chambers of Commerce, Moreno Valley 
Chamber of Commerce, American Red Cross, 
Salvation Army and Community Foundation, 
March Canteen and Harvest Christian Fellow-
ship. 

March Air Reserve Base has a long history 
of honorable service to our country and once 
again it will hold a place in U.S. military his-
tory. The substantial airlift of 6,500 tons of 
cargo and the movement of 26,400 Marines 
headed for overseas has been helped by pub-
lic donations of food and $30,000. The volun-
teers have handed out fruit, potato chips, 
cookies and paperback books to each Marine 
passing through the Marine deployment ter-
minal. The Marines were also given personal 
items in order to provide a measure of comfort 
during their stay in the Middle East. 

The groups and individuals involved in the 
volunteer effort expressed nothing but appre-
ciation and admiration for the men and women 
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who have answered their call to duty. Their or-
ganization, determination, and work on behalf 
of our military are an example for every citizen 
of the United States of America. Their own call 
to the duty of volunteerism represents com-
passion and caring through organization. As 
our soldiers carry out their mission in Iraq, 
those last acts of generosity, kindness, sup-
port and love will be remembered as our 
troop’s face what may be the most difficult 
time in their lives. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars, Greater Riv-
erside Chambers of Commerce, Moreno Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce, American Red 
Cross, Salvation Army and Community Foun-
dation, March Canteen, Harvest Christian Fel-
lowship and others have shown their patriot-
ism and I am proud of the work they have 
done for our troops. I am honored to have 
such dedicated community organizations in my 
congressional district as well as a military 
base that contributes to the national security 
of our country and the liberation of the Iraqi 
people.

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF GERARD F. DOHERTY 
TO THE STATE OF MASSACHU-
SETTS 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Gerard F. Doherty, a distinguished 
resident of the 8th Congressional District. Mr. 
Doherty is a graduate of Malden Catholic High 
School and Harvard College. He earned a 
Masters Degree in Health Administration at 
Wayne University and a Law Degree from Suf-
folk University. 

Gerard Doherty’s involvement in state poli-
tics began in 1957 as a member of the Mas-
sachusetts’ House of Representatives, where 
he served until 1965. He served as the Chair-
man of the Massachusetts Democratic Party 
from 1962 until 1965 and, in 1968, Mr. 
Doherty managed Senator Robert F. Ken-
nedy’s Presidential campaign in Indiana, help-
ing Senator Kennedy win the Indiana Demo-
cratic primary. Since 1961, Mr. Doherty has 
been practicing real estate, public policy, and 
energy law in private practice. 

Mr. Doherty also serves numerous organiza-
tions in Massachusetts. He is a Trustee at 
Suffolk University in Boston and a Board 
Member and Trustee of Malden Catholic High 
School. He serves on the Board for the 
Friends Charlestown Catholic and the Massa-
chusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary. He is also a 
member of the John F. Kennedy Library Foun-
dation. 

To honor his contributions to a number of 
causes and organizations, the John F. Ken-
nedy Library Foundation named Mr. Doherty 
their 1998 ‘‘Irishman of the Year.’’ That same 
year, the Charlestown Community Awards 
Committee presented Mr. Doherty with the 
‘‘Unsung Hero Award’’ for his service to the 
Charlestown Community. On May 28, 2002, 
Mr. Doherty was honored with the ‘‘Vision of 
Hope’’ award by the John F. Kennedy Center 
in Charlestown, Massachusetts. This award 
paid tribute to Mr. Doherty and his wife 
Marilyn as ‘‘persons who, through selfless ef-

forts to help others and by their own excep-
tional example, provide a vision of hope to 
Massachusetts citizens.’’ 

Gerard Doherty’s lifelong commitment to 
Massachusetts is admirable and deserving of 
recognition. The Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts is fortunate to have a citizen who is in-
volved in so many worthwhile efforts in his 
community. I congratulate Gerard Doherty on 
his extraordinary public service and I wish him 
continued success.

f 

STATEMENT ON HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 153

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to explain 
my vote on House Resolution 153, a resolu-
tion ‘‘recognizing the public need for fasting 
and prayer in order to secure the blessings of 
Providence for the people of the United States 
and our Armed Forces during the conflict in 
Iraq and under the threat of terrorism at 
home’’. 

Like all Americans, I strongly support our 
nation’s Armed Forces and hope for the suc-
cessful completion of their mission in Iraq and 
their safe return home. But, upon taking the 
oath of office, each Member of Congress has 
sworn to uphold the Constitution. As such, we 
must carefully differentiate the intent of the 
resolution we vote on from its language. 

House Resolution 153 has the laudatory 
goal of protecting our troops and our citizens 
from harm. But, despite the sponsor’s inten-
tions, the actual language calling for prayer 
and fasting and asking for the intercession of 
Providence violates, in my view, our Constitu-
tional obligation to respect the separation be-
tween church and state. 

The resolution may reflect the religious 
views of some of our citizens as well as some 
of our Members. But, it may also offend the 
religious views of others and, consequently, 
be divisive rather than unifying—a concern 
clearly anticipated by our Constitution. Thus, I 
cannot vote yes in support of the resolution.

f 

HONORING SUSAN BOWLER 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Susan Bowl-
er of Craig, Colorado. Susan is the public 
health nurse manager at the Northwest Colo-
rado Visiting Nurse Association, an organiza-
tion that serves the health care needs of Routt 
and Moffat counties. Susan has done much to 
improve the lives of others in her community, 
and I would like to take this opportunity to rec-
ognize that service and the important role she 
fills in her community before this body of Con-
gress and this Nation. 

Susan grew up in an Air Force family and 
got her first exposure to medicine in hospitals 
all over the world. She began working with in-
fants in Thailand at local orphanages as a 
teenager and made infant care a career after 

receiving her nursing degree. Susan came to 
Craig in 1992 after 12 years working with 
newborns in California, ready to retire. In-
stead, a friend inspired her to join Visiting 
Nurses. Now Susan is facing the challenges of 
public health head-on, meeting the needs of 
the local community. VNA operates programs 
for child immunization, nursing services to jail 
inmates, nutrition, and even contributes to 
Moffat County’s response to potential bioterror 
attacks. Susan and her staff play an invalu-
able role in maintaining the health of the citi-
zens of northwest Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, the role of a public health offi-
cial is full of challenges and opportunities, and 
it is a great privilege to salute Susan Bowler 
before this body of Congress and this Nation 
for her willingness to take on those chal-
lenges. Her dedication to addressing the 
health care needs of Moffat and Routt coun-
ties is an inspiration to others and an im-
mense benefit to her community.

f 

RECOGNIZING AND SUPPORTING 
GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL RUNAWAY PREVENTION 
MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 26, 2003

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to support House Resolution 57. I 
strongly support the goals and the ideals of 
‘‘National Runaway Prevention Month.’’ 

It shocks me, that every year, it is estimated 
that up to 2.8 million youths in America are liv-
ing on the street. In my home state of Texas, 
more than 100,000 children between the age 
of seven and 17 run away from home each 
year. This shocking amount indicates that 
there is a significant need for resources and 
outreach programs that effect this population. 
Runaway children have families, friends, and 
carry a despondence so great that they feel 
they can no longer stay in their homes. 

We need to take action and prevent teens 
running away from becoming commonplace in 
our country. Many family related problems and 
pressure cause teens to leave home. 

This is a problem that is not limited to any 
class or racial group. Millions of homes and 
families are involved. This is a national and 
community problem. We are obligated to stand 
up for the frustrated youths who are banished 
from the only homes they know out into the 
street. Many of these runaways have been 
physically, sexually, or emotionally abused. 

Imagine a child, who feels so alone in their 
world and feels their only option is to live in 
the street. The pain and loneliness they feel 
only creates a negative cycle, which leads to 
depression, isolation, and desperation. We 
need to place an emphasis and value on the 
community services that can reach out and 
help these youths. If no help is given, how can 
we expect the youth to turn around their life 
and get back on track? A runaway teen does 
not have an easy life, and often turn to drugs 
or prostitution to simply survive. 

I am proud to stand here today and speak 
on behalf of those runaway youths whom few 
before me have spoken for. This is an issue 
that we must address and come to understand 
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thoroughly, not something to be swept under 
the rug. The youths who flee their homes in 
search of a safe haven on the street to be 
given an opportunity to seek help. 

We need to increase public awareness 
about the circumstances and trauma of the 
runaway youths. The National Network for 
Youth and the National Runaway Switchboard 
provides a myriad of services and resources 
to runaway and homeless youths. It is our job 
as congressmen to support these movements 
and tell them we value their services. Both 
National Network for Youth and the National 
Runaway Switchboard are cosponsoring Na-
tional Runaway Prevention Month. This is a 
time for us to commend them on their work 
and offer our continuing gratitude with this res-
olution to support National Runaway Preven-
tion Month. 

I applaud the organizations that take this 
first step to reach out. My heart goes out to 
the youths and families that have been failed 
by the system. It is in your honor that Con-
gress will recognize the National Runaway 
Prevention Month.

f 

MOBILIZED RESERVE FAMILY 
HEALTH CARE ACT OF 2003

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, since the trag-
ic events of September 11, 2001, America has 
relied heavily upon the men and women of the 
National Guard and Reserves. Whether pro-
tecting and defending the nation here at 
home, or as part of an overseas deployment, 
these citizen soldiers have made tremendous 
sacrifices in support of our national security in-
terests. 

At the same time, the families of these 
brave men and women are also making enor-
mous sacrifices. Currently, over 215,000 mem-
bers of the guard and reserve are mobilized. 
Many of these individuals are deployed to as-
signments that will likely last anywhere from 
six months to more than a year. For the family 
members of those deployed for such long du-
rations, the challenge of maintaining a stable 
home environment can be daunting. This is 
especially true when considering the issue of 
health insurance. 

Employers are not legally required to pro-
vide health insurance coverage for an em-
ployee and his/her family once that employee 
is called to active duty. As a result, the family 
in many cases must make the switch to 
TRICARE in order to continue receiving health 
benefits. This can be extremely burdensome 
since many hospitals and family doctors out-
side the military health system do not partici-
pate in TRICARE. In addition, individuals with 
pre-existing conditions face an uncertain future 
with respect to their ability to regain employer-
sponsored health insurance once the mobi-
lized family member returns from active duty. 

To address this problem, I am introducing 
today, the Mobilized Reserve Family Health 
Care Act of 2003. This legislation will provide 
families of reservists and guard personnel with 
the option of continuing their private health in-
surance coverage while their family members 
are called to serve lengthy active duty deploy-
ments. Under this bill, these families will have 

the ability to retain their private health insur-
ance coverage by utilizing the continuation-of-
coverage rule offered by COBRA. While the 
family would assume the cost of retaining the 
private health insurance, the legislation would 
provide tax credits to cover the cost of the in-
surance. A substantial portion of the tax cred-
its will be refundable, while the remaining 
amount can be included as part of the family’s 
itemized tax deductions. The tax credits will 
enable these families continue their private 
health insurance coverage without a financial 
burden. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope you will join me and my 
fellow cosponsors in assisting the families of 
our mobilized National Guard and Reserve 
personnel and address this important health 
coverage issue.

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAROLE A. GUDDE, 
OUTGOING CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD FOR THE GREATER RIV-
ERSIDE CHAMBERS OF COM-
MERCE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to the community 
of Riverside, California are exceptional. River-
side has been fortunate to have dynamic and 
dedicated community leaders who willingly 
and unselfishly give their time and talent to 
making their communities a better place to live 
and work. Carole A. Gudde is one of these in-
dividuals. After a year of exemplary service, 
we salute Carole as the outgoing Chairman of 
the Board for the Greater Riverside Chambers 
of Commerce. 

As one of the oldest, largest and most influ-
ential chambers in the state, the Greater Riv-
erside Chambers of Commerce (GRCC) works 
closely with local government and other enti-
ties to stimulate development and improve the 
quality of life in Riverside County. Carole 
Gudde’s vision, leadership and ability to work 
with others have continued the mission of the 
GRCC in its work to promote economic devel-
opment and pro-actively address problems 
within the community. The GRCC is approxi-
mately 1,600 members strong and Carole has 
been instrumental in maintaining and adding 
members to the Chamber. 

Carole’s efforts as Chairman of the Board 
have extended beyond the boundaries of Riv-
erside and into the State Capitol and Wash-
ington, DC. She has been actively involved in 
advocating pro-business legislation and fight-
ing against measures that would put strains on 
local small business. She consistently kept 
members informed of the happenings in Sac-
ramento as well as Washington, DC and made 
sure that Riverside’s voice was heard. 

Carole has also been instrumental in pro-
moting quality education for our children. Car-
ole is also a member of the Executive Council 
of the Riverside Community Hospital, the 
YMCA Professional Business Women’s Asso-
ciation, and the A. Gary Anderson School of 
Management Forum. She has been a recipient 
of the Small Business Eagle Award, 1996 Vol-
unteer of the Year Award, and was named a 

‘‘Woman of Distinction’’ by the Business Press 
in 1998. She is also the owner of Archive 
Management Service in Riverside. 

Carole’s tireless passion for community 
service has contributed immensely to the bet-
terment of the community of Riverside, Cali-
fornia. Carole’s involvement in the community 
and on behalf of the local businesses makes 
me proud to call her a fellow community mem-
ber, American and friend. I know that many 
community members are grateful for her serv-
ice and salute her as she exits as the Chair-
man of the Board for the Greater Riverside 
Chambers of Commerce.

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MARC AND 
JOAN ADLER 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Marc and 
Joan Adler of Glenwood Springs, Colorado 
and thank them for their contributions to their 
community before this body of Congress and 
this nation. The couple is closing the Glen-
wood Springs pet store that they have owned 
for over thirty years, and, though their store 
will be dearly missed, I am happy to congratu-
late the Adlers on their retirement. 

Marc and Joan both worked at Valley View 
Hospital when they first moved to Glenwood 
Springs in 1971, and decided to open their 
own business in their living room. The result 
was the Glenwood Fishbowl, a pet store which 
built upon Marc’s boyhood experience with 
aquariums. The business grew and moved to 
downtown Glenwood, where the pet store ex-
panded to include toys. Eventually, the store 
moved to the Glenwood Springs Mall in 1982, 
under the name Marc’s Toys and Pets. In ad-
dition to running their business, the Adlers 
have been active community leaders, with 
Marc serving on the City Council and for two 
years as Glenwood’s mayor. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to honor 
Marc and Joan Adler and wish them all the 
best in retirement. Their store was a shining 
example of local entrepreneurship and a cor-
nerstone of the Glenwood Springs small busi-
ness community for over thirty years. Their 
kind and dedicated service to their customers 
will be sorely missed in Glenwood Springs. I 
congratulate the Adlers on their well-deserved 
retirement.

f 

SECURING BLESSINGS OF PROVI-
DENCE FOR PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND OUR 
ARMED FORCES 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion to this resolution expressing the sense of 
Congress that the President should designate 
a national day of prayer and fasting for all 
Americans; and calling on all people of the 
United States to ‘‘seek guidance from God to 
achieve a greater understanding of our own 
failings.’’ 
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I’m sure God may have something to say 

about the President’s failure to preserve peace 
in the effort to disarm Iraq. But, we do know 
what the Bible says, Mr. Speaker: ‘‘blessed 
are the peacemakers.’’ 

Most major religious organizations in the 
world—the Vatican, Muslim, Buddhist, Jewish, 
and Protestant religious groups—oppose war 
in Iraq on moral grounds. Yet, this resolution 
seeks to deflect moral criticism from the Presi-
dent’s immoral act of war, and despite his re-
fusal to listen to the leaders of his own faith. 
Regardless, religion is not an area for Con-
gressional debate. 

I respect the right of everyone to reflect on 
these difficult events as they see fit. I under-
stand the value of people of various religions 
or moral convictions finding resolve in their be-
liefs or faiths during this trying time. That is 
everyone’s right. However, this resolution 
today has Congress encouraging all Ameri-
cans, regardless of their beliefs, to engage in 
specific religious acts that are Christian in na-
ture. 

Our country was founded on the principles 
of free expression and religious liberty. The 
Constitution requires that Congress must not 
legislate religion, but instead honor the diver-
sity of convictions and beliefs in our nation. 
This resolution fails to respect the separation 
of church and state and to uphold our commit-
ment to honor religious diversity. I urge my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’

f 

IN HONOR OF LANCE CORPORAL 
JOSE GUTIERREZ 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Marine Corps Lance 
Corporal Jose Gutierrez, who was one of the 
first Americans to give his life in battle during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. I ask my colleagues 
to join me in commemorating the heroism of 
this young man. 

Corporal Gutierrez was a symbol of Amer-
ica’s promise. Born in Guatemala, Jose lost 
his parents at a young age and spent years 
on the streets in his home country. He came 
to the United States seeking a better life, and 
after moving around a bit, found a home with 
foster parents in Lomita, California, a small 
town in my congressional district. 

Jose attended local schools—North High 
School in Torrance and Harbor College in Wil-
mington—playing soccer and hoping one day 
to study architecture. His foster brother told 
local newspapers that ‘‘he joined the Marines 
to pay back a little of what he’d gotten from 
the U.S.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it makes me proud to learn 
about the passionate feelings this young man 
had for his adopted country. Undoubtedly, 
they are feelings shared by hundreds or per-
haps thousands of the other young men and 
women who volunteered for military service 
and are now participating in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

I am proud too of the citizens of Lomita, 
who immediately began to organize tributes to 
Corporal Gutierrez, including plans to add his 
name to the memorial to fallen soldiers adja-
cent to the local post office, requesting that 

post office to fly its flag at half-mast, and 
launching a drive to fly 82 U.S. flags in honor 
of all of Lomita’s fallen soldiers, sailors and 
airmen. 

Corporal Gutierrez’s ultimate sacrifice un-
derscores for us how fragile and how precious 
are the freedoms we enjoy. He died to keep 
us free.

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT COLO-
NEL STAN SHURMANTINE, RET. 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take 
this opportunity to pay tribute to Lieutenant 
Colonel (Ret.) Stan Shurmantine, of Lexington, 
MO, who recently retired from the United 
States Army Reserves after 28 years. 

On February 28, 2003, Stan ended an out-
standing career in the Army Reserves. 
Through the years, he has dedicated himself 
to serving the American people. 

Currently, Stan serves as the manager of 
IBS Industries, Inc., in Independence, MO. IBS 
honored Stan’s military service with a recep-
tion, which was attended by 250 guests. 

Stan in addition to his military service, has 
served his home community of Lexington, 
where he lives with his wife Marcie. He is a 
councilman and also serves as mayor pro-
tem. 

Mr. Speaker, Lieutenant Colonel Stan 
Shurmantine has honored the United States 
Army Reserves with service for 28 years. As 
he continues his work at IBS Industries, Inc. 
and the city of Lexington, I know that the 
Members of the House will join me in wishing 
him all the best in the days ahead.

f 

TRIBUTE TO DARRELL VEACH 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize Darrell 
Veach of Cortez, Colorado. Darrell is a dedi-
cated citizen and leader of the Cortez commu-
nity and it is my honor to pay tribute to his ac-
complishments before this body of Congress 
and this nation. 

Darrell is a third-generation stockman and a 
Korean War veteran who began his career 
raising sheep before becoming a cowboy. He 
is well known throughout the community as a 
good steward of his land and the environment. 
In addition to Darrell’s ranching activities, his 
service to the local community goes back over 
thirty years with the Boy Scouts, the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the Monte-
zuma County Planning Commission, and the 
Colorado Cattleman’s Association. The South-
western Colorado Livestock Association, of 
which Darrell is a board member and past 
president, honored him as its 2003 Stockman 
of the Year. A proud family man, Darrell 
shares his love for the outdoors with his chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with honor that I commend 
Darrell Veach before this body of Congress 

and this great nation for his dedication and 
leadership within his community. His contribu-
tions have greatly benefited the people of Cor-
tez and I am honored to have this opportunity 
to represent such a fine Coloradan. I wish 
Darrell the best of luck in all his future en-
deavors.

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN DIGILIO 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John Digilio as Chef de Chemin de 
Fer of La Societe des Quarante Hommes et 
Huit Chevaux. The ‘‘Forty and Eight,’’ as it is 
popularly known, is an independent fraternal 
organization of veterans comprised of approxi-
mately 50,000 veterans from World War II and 
the Korean, Vietnam and Desert Storm con-
flicts. The members of the ‘‘Forty and Eight’’ 
dedicate much of their time to their Child Wel-
fare Program, Nurses Scholarship Trust Fund, 
as well as many activities dedicated to Ameri-
canism, respect for the flag, the Constitution 
and Law and Order. 

Chef Digilio grew up in Bay Shore, New 
York and entered active duty in the United 
States Army in 1969. From 1970–1971 he 
served in the 95th Evacuation Hospital, 
DaNang, Republic of Vietnam. After his return 
to the United States, he entered the New York 
Army National Guard and worked his way up 
the ranks to senior commander of all medical 
units by 1986. On December 1, 1996, John 
was brevetted and placed on the New York 
State Retired List as brigadier general by the 
Governor of New York upon his retirement 
from military service. 

I am most grateful for Chef Digilio’s dedi-
cated service to our county over the last 34 
years. In this time of war, especially, it is crit-
ical that we take the time to show our support 
for America’s men and women who have 
served in uniform. I wish the ‘‘Forty and Eight’’ 
a festive and enjoyable Homecoming this up-
coming weekend.

f 

REVOCATION OF EXECUTIVE 
ORDER LIMITING ACCESS TO 
PRESIDENTIAL RECORDS 

HON. DOUG OSE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to intro-
duce a simple bill to revoke Executive Order 
13233, ‘‘Further Implementation of the Presi-
dential Records Act,’’ which President Bush 
issued on November 1, 2001. My bill would re-
place this Order with President Reagan’s 1989 
implementing Executive Order 12267. During 
the 107th Congress, on April 11, 2002, Rep-
resentative STEVE HORN introduced the ‘‘Presi-
dential Records Act Amendments of 2002’’ 
(H.R. 4187). I co-sponsored this bi-partisan 
bill. The Government Reform Committee held 
hearings on the Bush Order and then, after in-
troduction, on Mr. HORN’s bill. On October 9th, 
the House Government Reform Committee re-
ported out an amended version of this bill. On 
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November 22nd, an accompanying House Re-
port (Report 107–790) was published. Unfortu-
nately, the full House never considered this 
bill. 

In the 1978 Presidential Records Act, Con-
gress clearly intended to make Presidential 
records available for Congressional investiga-
tions and then for the public after a 12-year 
period. The Act authorized the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration (NARA) to 
issue implementing regulations. President 
Reagan’s Order expanded on NARA’s imple-
menting regulations. The Reagan Order clari-
fied some areas not specifically addressed in 
the regulations. Most importantly, the Order 
identified only three areas where access to 
Presidential records could be limited—if disclo-
sure might impair national security, law en-
forcement, or the deliberative processes of the 
executive branch. 

President Bush’s Order changed these ac-
cess limitations. In a nutshell, law enforcement 
was dropped and two areas were added: 
‘‘communications of the President or his advi-
sors (the presidential communications privi-
lege); [and] legal advice or legal work (the at-
torney-client or attorney work product privi-
leges).’’ This broadening could severely limit 
Congressional access to key documents in its 
investigations of a former Administration. 

Besides broadening the grounds for execu-
tive privilege claims, the Order is inconsistent 
both with the Presidential Records Act itself 
and with NARA’s codified implementing regu-
lations. NARA’s rules were promulgated after 
the public had notice and an opportunity to 
comment, as required by the Administrative 
Procedure Act. 

In November 2001, a week after issuance of 
the Order, I raised concerns in a Sub-
committee hearing on the Order. I questioned 
the Administration witness about the legal and 
substantive justification for the policy changes. 
After the hearing and further discussions with 
White House officials, I had hoped that the 
Administration would amend or revoke its 
Order. Unfortunately, it has not done so. As a 
consequence, I believe that legislation is 
needed to void the Order. My bill would do 
just that. 

The Order violates not only the spirit but 
also the letter of the Presidential Records Act. 
It undercuts the public’s rights to be fully in-
formed about how its government operated in 
the past. My bill would restore the public’s 
right to know and its confidence in our govern-
ment.

f 

SALUTE TO MR. PETER MICHAEL 
STEFFES 

HON. JOEL HEFLEY 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. Peter M. Steffes, who re-
cently retired from the House Committee on 
Armed Services after 41 years of distinguished 
public service. Pete’s entire career was dedi-
cated to national security and the defense of 
our country. 

Pete’s career began in 1961 in the Air Force 
as an Airman Basic, E–1; and after 21 years 
of rapid advancement through the ranks, he 
retired as an E–9, a Chief Master Sergeant. 

On October 1, 1983, Pete joined the staff of 
the Armed Services Committee as a profes-
sional staff member where his dedication and 
exhaustive commitment to national security 
continued. 

While initially assigned to the military instal-
lations and facilities subcommittee and the en-
vironment restoration panel, Pete assisted in 
the drafting of the Superfund Reauthorization 
Act of 1985, a consequential piece of environ-
mental legislation of national significance. Pete 
was assigned to the Military Readiness Sub-
committee in 1990; and in 1996, he was cho-
sen to serve as lead professional staff. While 
on the Military Readiness Subcommittee Pete 
was responsible for one-third of the Depart-
ment of Defense Budget. Pete’s previous mili-
tary experience and unique insights helped 
clarify the true state of military readiness for 
the Armed Services Committee, the Congress, 
and the American people. Through Pete’s ef-
forts, the committee has been able to compel 
the Department of Defense to examine and 
portray its level of readiness more honestly, 
and contribute the commitment of resources 
necessary to raise military readiness to a high-
er level of preparedness. 

Also during this time, Pete lead the drafting 
efforts for the public sale of the Elk Hills Naval 
Petroleum Reserve that brought over $3.8 bil-
lion to the U.S. Treasury. Pete was also re-
sponsible for a multi-year effort to reform the 
operational structure of the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home to properly care for veteran 
military service men and women. 

In addition to his subcommittee responsibil-
ities, Pete also arranged and accompanied 
Members of Congress on 128 congressional 
delegations (CODELS). He has jokingly re-
marked that four and one-half years of his 
government service were spent traveling. 

Pete’s committee service spanned four 
presidents, eight secretaries of defense, five 
committee chairmen, and six staff directors. I 
speak for myself, past chairmen and ranking 
minority members, and any and everyone who 
has had the privilege of working with Pete, in 
thanking him for his tireless work for our mili-
tary men and women, and his dedication to 
the Armed Services Committee. 

Pete is married to the former Barbara Eileen 
Jones. They have two children, Nicholette and 
Timothy, and five grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, we wish Pete Steffes all the 
best in his new position as vice president of 
Government Policy, National Defense Indus-
trial Association (NDIA). Members and com-
mittee staff will surely miss him, and we will 
always remember and be thankful for his dis-
tinguished service to the House of Represent-
atives and our Nation.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 509TH BOMB 
WING AT WHITEMAN AIR FORCE 
BASE 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I want to rec-
ognize the outstanding men and women of the 
509th Bomb Wing at Whiteman Air Force 
Base, Missouri, who are responsible for the 
most advanced flying machine in the hands of 
our armed forces, the B–2 Spirit Bomber. 

Nearly 3,500 members of the 509th Bomb 
Wing, operating from both their home base in 
Missouri and from a forward-deployed loca-
tion, have kept B–2s in the air around the 
clock, day and night, since the beginning of 
our campaign to liberate the people of Iraq. 

The 509th Bomb Wing started Night One of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom by launching six B–
2s and hitting 92 separate regime, command-
and-control, and other high-value targets in 
downtown Baghdad. This unprecedented feat 
in aerial history was successfully completed by 
crews flying 38-hour round-trip sorties. 

A tremendous effort has gone into training 
and equipping our great American airmen. 
They have proven, once again, that the B–2 is 
the first to fight. In this case, they have been 
the only bomber thus far that has been put di-
rectly in harm’s way over Baghdad. The B–2 
has demonstrated that it is an invaluable asset 
to coalition operations. 

We recognize and thank the members of 
the 509th Bomb Wing for their sacrifices, both 
at home and overseas. I know that the mem-
bers of the famed 509th are also proud and 
greatly appreciative of the outstanding support 
they continue to receive from their friends and 
neighbors in Missouri. On this day and every 
day, our thoughts and prayers are with all our 
military members and their families.

f 

TRIBUTE TO NED AMSTUTZ 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Pastor 
Ned Amstutz of the First Baptist Church in Du-
rango, Colorado for his extraordinary dedica-
tion to the community. After 8 years of service, 
Ned is retiring from the church, and today I 
would like to honor his accomplishments be-
fore this body of Congress and this nation. 

After first working as a lawyer and a school-
teacher, Ned found his calling in the ministry 
and attended seminary in Dallas, Texas. After 
years of dedicated service, Ned is known as 
a pastor with boundless energy whose out-
reach efforts extend to all sectors of the com-
munity and support programs such as the Du-
rango Manna Soup Kitchen and a monthly 
lunch for local business people. Ned’s out-
reach also covers the globe, supporting world-
wide missionary programs including one in 
Belarus, where he once spent time as a guest 
teacher at a Bible college. Further dem-
onstrating his dedication to Durango, Ned 
serves as the chaplain for the Durango Police 
Department, working with both victims and po-
lice officers in crisis situations. 

Mr. Speaker, the work of Ned Amstutz has 
clearly had a profound effect not only in Du-
rango but throughout the world. Ned’s tireless 
determination is an inspiration to his con-
gregation and to his community as a whole. 
His energy will be greatly missed at First Bap-
tist and I wish him the best in his future en-
deavors. Thank you Ned for your service.
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND AP-

PRECIATION FOR THE PRESI-
DENT AND MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES PARTICIPATING 
IN OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MELVIN L. WATT 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 20, 2003

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, some may think 
that my vote of ‘‘present’’ on this Resolution is 
a cowardly way out. In fact, a vote of 
‘‘present’’ seems to me to be the only reason-
able and logical vote to cast for the following 
reasons: I dare not vote ‘‘no’’ and express op-
position to the two parts of the Resolution I so 
strongly support. Those two parts of the Reso-
lution put Congress on record to express the 
‘‘unequivocal support and appreciation of the 
Nation to the members of the United States 
Armed Forces serving in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, who are carrying out their missions with 
excellence, patriotism, and bravery; and to the 
families of the United States military personnel 
serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom, who are 
providing support and prayers for their loved 
ones currently engaged in military operations 
in Iraq.’’ If the Resolution limited itself to these 
two parts, the Resolution would no doubt 
enjoy the unanimous support of the Congress. 

On the other hand, I cannot in good con-
science vote ‘‘yes’’ for the part of the Resolu-
tion that ‘‘expresses the unequivocal support 
and appreciation of the Nation to the President 
as Commander-in-Chief for his firm leadership 
and decisive action in the conduct of military 
operations in Iraq as part of the ongoing Glob-
al War on Terrorism.’’ I have previously stated 
that I do not support the President’s decision 
to pursue this war without having exhausted 
every possible alternative short of war. I have 
also expressed my firm belief that pursuing 
war to enforce a United Nations Resolution 
without having even majority support of the 
members of the United Nations and the UN 
Security Council will undoubtedly feed the per-
ception of U.S. arrogance around the world 
and increase the prospect of terrorism domes-
tically and internationally. While our military 
superiority will no doubt assure our military 
victory in the war against Iraq, we have no ef-
fective way to defend ourselves and innocent 
people against individual acts of terror. For me 
to express ‘‘unequivocal support’’ for the 
President to follow a course of action I believe 
is misguided would be both contrary to my 
own beliefs and contrary to the overwhelming 
sentiments I have heard and continue to hear 
from my constituents on a daily basis. 

I applaud the efforts of those who sought to 
craft a Resolution supporting our troops and 
their families. I am in full support of their ef-
forts and those parts of this Resolution. While 
1 do not agree with them, I also respect the 
opinions of those who believe, in good faith, 
that the President’s actions deserve ‘‘un-
equivocal support.’’ I resoundingly reject the 
efforts of those who would use this resolution 
as a means of dividing Congress at this criti-
cally important time, especially those who 
would do so for political reasons or to make 
themselves appear more patriotic than those 
who intend to vote ‘‘no.’’ I do not feel obliged 
to be put to such a choice on a Resolution 
that has no substantive or binding effect. Con-

sequently, having made this explanation, I am 
content to vote ‘‘present.’’

f 

FLOYD SPENCE POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 26, 2003

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I loved Floyd 
Spence like a brother and he would be hon-
ored by the fact the House is honoring him in 
Lexington, South Carolina, by naming a post 
office to commemorate his life and service to 
the United States. He was a dear friend, a col-
league, and a stalwart for our nation’s armed 
services and the country. 

In addition to his zeal and dedication on be-
half of his constituents in South Carolina, I ad-
mired his outlook on life. Floyd was deter-
mined to squeeze every drop of life he could 
from his time on this earth . . . and he suc-
ceeded. 

He was supremely dedicated to his duty to 
South Carolina, to our armed services, and to 
the United States of America. I know this be-
cause I traveled with Floyd to places on every 
part of the planet to inspect our military bases. 
Wherever we went, he and I were the ones 
who insisted we talk to the enlisted men, not 
just the generals. Floyd served in the military; 
he and I were among the few Members of this 
House who served in uniform. 

Floyd was a great hero, and a great friend 
to thousands of people here on Capitol Hill, in 
the Pentagon, throughout the services, and in 
his beloved South Carolina. I still miss that 
giant of a man with the funny laugh he was 
quick to share. 

The camaraderie often noted as now miss-
ing in the House of Representatives has led 
our critics, and ourselves, to say that we lack 
either bi-partisanship or simple human trust. 
But because of my friendships with so many 
of my Republican colleagues, most notably my 
friend Floyd Spence, I know the trust we en-
gender here is real and it works on behalf of 
the American people. 

I thank the committee for honoring my 
friend, our colleague in this momentous way. 
Floyd would be so proud. I am proud for him 
and his family.

f 

THANK YOU MR. ANTHONY MEYER 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Mr. Anthony Meyer for his volunteer 
service to the Center of Outreach and Serv-
ices for the Autism Community and congratu-
late him for his receipt of the NFL Community 
Quarterback Award. 

Twice a week for the past five years Mr. 
Meyers has volunteered at the office of the 
Center of Outreach and Services for the Au-
tism Community, COSAC, in Central New Jer-
sey. His primary responsibility has been to 
create, then send autism information packets 
to the approximately 6,000 individuals who 

contact the Center annually. Many who call 
are parents who have just received the dev-
astating news that their child has autism. 
Through Tony’s efforts, parents receive valu-
able information in a timely manner that short-
cuts their delay in seeking necessary services 
for a son or daughter. 

An addition, on a regular basis, Tony do-
nates an evening for group work with autistic 
adults. He provides support for their job crises, 
he coaches them on searching for employ-
ment and he provides a social outlet for peo-
ple who are sometimes branded as different. 
He also serves on the Board of Trustees for 
COSAC where he provides advice on all 
issues pertaining to autism, particularly on the 
needs of the adults with whom he has recently 
worked. 

What makes this effort particularly remark-
able is that Tony Meyer is himself autistic. He 
did fairly well in school, but never made 
friends. He held several jobs, but most were 
minimum wage positions that did not take ad-
vantage of his intellect or potential. It was not 
until Tony decided to turn his efforts toward 
volunteer work at COSAC that he discovered 
a place that appreciated his skill, needed his 
work and valued his perspective. As a result 
of their appreciation and respect, they nomi-
nated Anthony Myers for the prestigious NFL 
award. 

I ask that all the Members join me in con-
gratulating Tony as one of the ten recipients of 
the NY Giants Community Quarterback Award 
for making a significant volunteer contribution 
to a non-profit organization.

f 

INTRODUCING THE AMATEUR 
RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICA-
TIONS CONSISTENCY ACT 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce an important piece of legislation that 
will assist not only amateur radio operators, 
but society as a whole. 

Organized amateur radio operators, or 
‘‘hams,’’ regularly provide emergency commu-
nication when regular communications chan-
nels are disrupted by disaster. Hams have for-
mal agreements with federal agencies such as 
FEMA and private relief organizations like the 
Red Cross. Hams are federally licensed volun-
teers and provide a variety of important com-
munications services that protect lives while 
using their own equipment without compensa-
tion. 

With the growth of developed communities, 
amateur radio operators have begun to fall 
under an array of inconsistent regulations, 
making it increasingly difficult for them to oper-
ate. Burdensome regulations are imposed on 
amateur radio operators making it difficult, and 
in some cases impossible, for them to erect 
antenna vital to their communications capabili-
ties. We should remember that many of these 
antennas are stealth in nature. Hams can 
place antennas behind drainpipes or attach 
flexible antennas along the gutters of their 
own home. In some cases, when the home-
owners associations have found these anten-
nas, the Hams were forced to take it down. 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 06:18 Mar 28, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A27MR8.019 E27PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE600 March 27, 2003
Amateur Radio operators, who work with 

local disaster communication groups, are find-
ing it more difficult to erect antennas. Some-
times homeowner associations arbitrarily for-
bid installation of any kind of antenna. It is es-
pecially important to keep in mind that most 
homeowners associations are not elected, and 
most Hams have no recourse or appeal proc-
ess to pursue. 

This is particularly troubling given the role 
that Hams have played in communications 
during emergency and catastrophic situations 
in the past. Not allowing Hams the equipment 
they need could restrict communication to the 
local community in similar situations in the fu-
ture. 

To remedy this situation, we have intro-
duced legislation, the Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Communications Consistency Act, 
which seeks to ensure the continued viability 
of amateur radio through consistent applica-
tion of federal regulations. 

The Amateur Radio Emergency Commu-
nications Consistency Act is based upon a 
1985 Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) regulation that required state and local 
authorities to ‘‘reasonably accommodate’’ 
amateur radio antennas. This ruling failed, 
however, to address situations affecting pri-
vate land developments. 

The Amateur Radio Emergency Commu-
nications Consistency Act will include home-
owner associations and other land use regu-
lators in the regulation. This bill would grant 
the FCC the authority to consistently apply the 
1985 ruling to all homeowners, regardless of 
whether they are petitioning state or local au-
thorities, or public land-use regulators or 
homeowners’ associations. This simply means 
that these organization will be required to work 
with homeowners to achieve a ‘‘reasonable 
accommodation’’ when homeowners seek to 
install an antenna on their own property. 

The FCC recognizes the invaluable service 
amateur radio operators provide to our nation. 
Congress also recognizes the contribution that 
Hams make. These good faith negotiations will 
help ensure that amateur radio operators’ 
technical needs and the public service they 
provide are met while preserving the general 
welfare of the community.

f 

INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO 
GIVE GREATER CHOICE TO 
THOSE WORKING TO HELP THEIR 
FAMILIES 

HON. DOUG OSE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to in-
troduce bipartisan legislation addressing the 
issue of remittances. This is a simple bill 
aimed at an increasingly complex issue: how 
recent immigrants and New Americans send 
support to their families ‘‘back home.’’ 

People come from around the world to the 
United States, seeking not just to live the 
American Dream, but also to help support 
their families in their native lands. New Ameri-
cans have a history of supporting those with-
out the same opportunities, whether it is the 
Mexican farm worker helping his family today 
or the Irish settler who helped keep his family 
during the potato famine more than 100 years 

ago, Americans never forget where they come 
from. 

Today, getting the money earned in the 
United States to one’s family is easier than 
ever. Large money-transfer companies can 
send money almost anywhere in the world in 
an instant. More and more banks and other fi-
nancial institutions are also providing these 
services. 

But one group of institutions, often heavily 
involved in local and immigrant community 
projects, is limited in their activity. To use a 
local credit union for check cashing and wire 
transfer services, you must be a member. 

Many in the immigrant community do not re-
alize the benefits of credit union membership 
and see this is a barrier. They would rather 
pay higher prices for the service than go 
through the paperwork involved in joining—
even though they are fully eligible to be a 
member of a specific credit union. It is, in ef-
fect, a barrier for them to take advantage of 
another member of the marketplace. 

This bill, which I am pleased to introduce 
with my colleagues Mr. GONZALEZ, Dr. PAUL, 
Mr. KANJORSKI, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. 
LATOURRETTE and Mr. SHERMAN, would simply 
allow credit unions to provide these services 
to people who would be eligible to join that 
credit union, but for whatever reason choose 
not to do so. 

The marketplace thrives on competition. In a 
recent study by the Greenlining Institute, an 
organization dedicated to expanding access to 
financial services for disadvantaged commu-
nities, the credit union had one of the lowest 
fees and best exchange rates for those seek-
ing to send money overseas. Everyone should 
have the opportunity to take advantage of this 
service. 

There are still many issues that need to be 
addressed on the issue of sending support 
back to one’s family. In my own district, not 
only do Latin American immigrants continue to 
support those overseas, but also many from 
Asia, India and even the Ukraine. We need to 
make sure that they have access to good 
services and are not taken advantage of by a 
few less-scrupulous businesses. 

An open market, with true competition will 
help us improve the costs and other burdens 
associated with this industry.

f 

TRIBUTE TO MIKE AND EMILY 
BENEDICK 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Mike and 
Emily Benedick of Yampa, Colorado for the 
generosity and dedication to their community 
that they exhibited throughout their lives. Mike 
and Emily sadly passed away within a week of 
each other recently and I join their friends and 
family in mourning this tremendous loss. It is 
truly an honor to recognize their lives before 
this body of Congress and this nation. 

Mike and Emily were married on June 30, 
1928 while Mike was a coal miner in Oak 
Creek. An avid card player, he spent a great 
deal of time at his brother-in-law’s saloon, The 
Antlers. Five years later, Mike and Emily were 
both working at The Antlers, which the couple 

eventually purchased in 1937. Mike and Emily 
ran the Antlers Café and Bar in Yampa, Colo-
rado for nearly sixty years and saw the Yampa 
community through the momentous changes 
of the twentieth century, always providing a 
comfortable meeting place for the miners and 
ranchers of the area. The Antlers changed 
with the times, too, becoming a pool hall dur-
ing prohibition, and later adding food to the 
menu. 

The Antlers was always a place to visit, and 
any customer knew they would receive a 
friendly welcome from Mike and Emily. De-
spite many hardships after World War II in the 
1950s and 1960s, Mike and Emily stayed 
open for business. In 1996, Mike and Emily 
closed the bar, and it was sold shortly there-
after. However, customers and community 
members alike recall Mike and Emily as wel-
coming and warm-hearted people, who were 
always stern in their ways. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great sadness that 
we mourn the loss of Mike and Emily 
Benedick. Their genuine concern and care to-
wards others have truly made a difference in 
the lives of their family, friends, and commu-
nity, and they will be greatly missed.

f 

ORVILLE L. FREEMAN 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 27, 2003

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, the state of 
Minnesota lost a friend in February. 

Born in 1918, Orville L. Freeman grew up in 
south Minneapolis, where his father owned a 
men’s clothing shop. Graduating from Central 
High School at the height of the Depression, 
he attended the University of Minnesota be-
cause, as he stated, it ‘‘was convenient and 
affordable.’’ 

For 25 cents an hour, Freeman scrubbed 
walls at the University Hospital to help pay for 
his college tuition. As a summer job, he wa-
tered grass at Memorial Stadium and har-
vested grain with crews in Minnesota and 
North Dakota. 

And somewhere in between, he made time 
to play quarterback for the University of Min-
nesota Gophers football team. 

He received his diploma from the University 
of Minnesota magna cum laude and Phi Beta 
Kappa in 1940 and began law school in 1941. 
But, Freeman’s law school career was cut 
short with the bombing at Pearl Harbor that 
same year. 

The day after the attack, Freeman volun-
teered for the Marines. During World War II, 
as a Second Lieutenant, Orville L. Freeman 
led his combat patrol behind enemy lines on 
the island of Bougainville in the South Pacific 
in 1943. He was hit in the jaw by a bullet but 
managed to successfully lead his men to safe-
ty. Second Lieutenant Freeman spent 8 
months in a military hospital, overcame partial 
paralysis, learned to speak again and was 
eventually awarded a Purple Heart before he 
was discharged as a Major. 

Upon returning to Minnesota, Orville com-
pleted law school at the University of Min-
nesota, married his college sweetheart Jane 
Shields and had two children, Constance and 
Michael. 

Mr. Freeman’s interest and involvement in 
politics began as a college student at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota where he befriended 
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soon to be United States Senator, Hubert H. 
Humphrey. They worked tirelessly to ensure 
the re-election of President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt and committed themselves to the reor-
ganization of Minnesota’s Democratic party. 

1944 marked the year that brought the 
Farmer-Labor and Democratic parties together 
to form the Democratic-Farmer-Labor (DFL) 
party in Minnesota. Together, Humphrey and 
Freeman built the DFL party—uniting farmers, 
unions, academicians, small-business owners, 
veterans and female activists through their 
common interests and goals for a better Min-
nesota. 

With his political involvement and role as 
party secretary—Orville Freeman shaped the 
DFL and gave the party a face. His position 
gave him the opportunity to schedule events, 
control the party message and make connec-
tions in the community. He eventually made 
two bids for statewide office, first in 1950 for 
Attorney General—and then in 1952 for Gov-
ernor. Although Freeman lost these two state-
wide races, at the suggestion of his good 
friend Humphrey, Freeman ran for governor 
again in 1954. Humphrey was running for re-
election to the Senate that year—and wanted 
someone he knew he could work with in the 
governor’s office. 

Freeman’s 1954 campaign for governor 
brought a new dynamic to political races in 
Minnesota. As the leader of the DFL, Freeman 
organized a statewide television campaign, 
and implemented a sample ballot that proved 
a very successful tool for the DFL that year, 
and years to follow. The sweeping DFL victory 
included electing Minnesota’s first woman 
member of Congress, Coya Knutson, and win-
ning all but one statewide DFL race. Freeman 
became the first DFL governor in Minnesota 
history, and was re-elected for two consecu-
tive terms in 1956 and 1958. 

In his three terms as governor—Freeman’s 
commitment to education for all students was 
truly inspirational to me. He understood the 
strong desire for a quality education for all 
Minnesotans. He instituted the state-aid sys-
tem for K–12 education that guaranteed a 
basic minimum education for all students, re-
gardless of their school districts’ wealth. In ad-
dition, he was a strong supporter of making 
college more accessible and affordable to stu-
dents. 

In 1960, Governor Freeman delivered the 
nomination speech in support of John F. Ken-
nedy as the Democratic Party candidate for 
President of the United States and actively 
campaigned for Kennedy throughout Min-
nesota. Lutherans in Minnesota were appre-
hensive about electing the first Catholic Presi-
dent for fear the Vatican might influence him. 
This inspired Freeman to participate in a state-
wide television broadcast stating that religious 
prejudice had no place in Minnesota politics. 
While Freeman’s dedication to Kennedy paid 
off—Kennedy won Minnesota by a 20,000 
vote margin—Freeman unfortunately lost his 
re-election bid for governor by 20,000 votes. 

The new President did not forget the strong 
support Governor Freeman had given him in 
Minnesota. Kennedy rewarded these efforts by 
nominating Freeman as Secretary of Agri-
culture, and Freeman continued his public 
service in Washington, DC. 

As Secretary of Agriculture, he initiated a 
revolution in U.S. programs by launching the 
Food Stamp program, proposing the School 
Breakfast program, as well as the Women, In-

fants and Children (WIC) program. Addition-
ally, he was a major proponent of food safety. 

Secretary Freeman remembered those 
whose most basic needs were not being met 
by establishing a goal of eliminating hunger. 
Tying American farmers with the world market, 
he expanded the Foreign Agriculture Service 
and visited other countries to encourage op-
portunities for further U.S. trade abroad. Glob-
ally, he organized a massive program to ship 
U.S. grain to India that was instituted early 
enough to avert an impending famine. 

Vice President Walter Mondale, his friend 
and mentor, may have put it best by saying 
this of Orville Freeman:

He was one of the great public men in mod-
ern Minnesota history and American history. 
He fits Tom Brokaw’s definition of America’s 
greatest generation—enlisting in the Ma-
rines, becoming an officer, being seriously 
wounded and almost dying, fighting back, 
becoming a lawyer, leading the new genera-
tion in the DFL that was so successful and 
regaining the governorship.’’

Orville L. Freeman, Minnesota’s 29th Gov-
ernor, died at the age of 84 on Thursday Feb-
ruary 20, 2003 in Minneapolis, MN. 

Minnesotans will miss the leadership and 
the dedication of Orville Freeman—his family 
will miss the wonderful, loving family man. 

From the military to elected office to an ap-
pointed office, Orville Freeman dedicated his 
life to public service. He was a dynamic lead-
er, an organizer and pioneer for his party. He 
was always a champion for the state of Min-
nesota and the United States and a champion 
for those that could not fight for themselves. It 
is from his example that we should learn and 
follow. 

The Honorable Orville L. Freeman is sur-
vived by his loving wife of 61 years, Jane, 
their two children Constance and Michael, and 
three grandchildren Katie, Beth and Matthew.

f 

THE SPIRIT OF AMERICAN 
VOLUNTEERISM 

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend America’s spirit of volunteerism and 
to highlight an organization that is helping the 
families of active-duty military personnel in my 
congressional district. Millions of Americans 
perform acts of kindness and compassion 
every day by helping their neighbors or by 
working through the many volunteer organiza-
tions that make our country great. 

One such organization, Operation Brave 
Kids, is a Tampa Bay area charitable organi-
zation that provides financial assistance to the 
families of active-duty military personnel. The 
group provides resources that can make the 
difference between obtaining the necessities 
of daily life or going without. John Ghee, the 
founder of Operation Brave Kids, summarized 
the group’s mission by stating that ‘‘we want 
the family and the soldier to know that the 
community is behind them.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, these troubled times require 
each of us to contribute in our own way to the 
cause of freedom and the care of our country-
men. I am proud to say that the spirit of caring 
and volunteerism is flourishing today in the 
land of liberty. 

May God protect our troops and continue to 
watch over the United States of America.

f 

CONCERNING TREATMENT OF 
MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES 
HELD AS PRISONER OF WAR BY 
IRAQI AUTHORITIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 26, 2003

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Con. Res. 118 concerning the 
treatment of members of the Armed Forces 
held as prisoners of war by Iraqi authorities. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand before you today with 
a heavy heart. For the past two days, we’ve 
watched emotionally stirring television footage 
of POW’s who are being detained by Iraqi 
forces. These soldiers were on missions to de-
fend and protect Americans from the evils of 
weapons of mass destruction when they were 
captured. I am saddened when I see these 
soldiers being detained, but I am confident 
that their extensive training has given them 
the strength and courage of conviction to pre-
vail even at the hands of an evil regime. 

While we do not know when our POW’s will 
return home, I do know that we as Members 
of Congress expect the Iraqi regime to treat all 
POW’s humanely and in accordance with the 
requirements set forth in the Geneva Conven-
tion. Those who violate this doctrine, and use 
force or other methods of inhumane treatment 
will be held accountable for their actions, and 
will be subject to prosecution to the fullest ex-
tent of the law. Brave soldiers, who give so 
much for our country, deserve no less. 

My deepest and heartfelt sympathy goes out 
to the families of all of the POW’s. We can 
only begin to imagine the pain and concern 
that the families of POW’s must feel knowing 
that they are in the hands of the enemy half-
way around the world. 

It is our hope and prayer that American and 
coalition forces will be protected throughout 
this struggle as well as the Iraqi people. 

These POW’s and their families are making 
a tremendous sacrifice for our country—our 
country that soldiers are so proud to serve. 
Our country—where families await the safe 
and speedy return of loved ones. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to all of our 
servicemen and women and to their families, 
who wish them a speedy and safe return.

f 

ON THE DEATH OF SENATOR 
DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
today we mourn the passing of a great Amer-
ican. 

For decades, Senator Daniel Patrick Moy-
nihan was a central figure in the nation’s polit-
ical and intellectual life. He was a committed, 
determined, and diligent leader who rep-
resented the citizens of New York in the U.S. 
Senate for four terms. We came to know him 
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as a uniquely independent thinker and great 
friend to both political parties. 

Those of us from the Washington, D.C. met-
ropolitan area will always note the critical role 
Senator Moynihan played in revitalizing Penn-
sylvania Avenue, the grand route between the 
Capitol and the White House that was in dis-
repair when he first arrived here during the 
Kennedy Administration. He recognized the 
benefits in revitalizing the avenue and in-
vested his skills to make this vision come 
alive. The Pennsylvania Avenue effort was 
one of the most successful redevelopment 
projects in the nation. Throughout his Senate 
career he was an authoritative collaborator in 
shaping this historic project. 

The revitalization of Pennsylvania Avenue 
attracted projects to the city that might not 
have come otherwise. Subsequently, this 
project was used as a model for other redevel-
opment projects in the city, such as the MCI 
Center and the Washington Convention Cen-
ter. Not only has the District benefited, but so 
has the entire country. Thousands of visitors 
can come each year to visit the Nation’s Cap-
ital and be proud to stand on ‘‘America’s Main 
Street’’ as it was intended to be. Daniel Pat-
rick Moynihan’s fingerprints will forever be on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Mr. Speaker, today I want to express my 
gratitude for Senator Moynihan’s pioneering 
work and salute him as a scholar, leader, and 
gentleman. He will be sorely missed.

f 

TRIBUTE TO LUTHER ELDRIDGE 
‘‘IKEY’’ MILLER 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I would like to call 
to the attention of the House the passing of 
Luther Eldridge ‘‘Ikey’’ Miller. I had the pleas-
ure of working with Mr. Miller during his serv-
ice as the clerk of the Page County Circuit 
Court and chairman of the Page County Re-
publican Party when Page County was a part 
of Virginia’s 10th District between 1992 and 
2002. 

Mr. Miller, age 71, died at his Rileyville 
home March 17 after suffering a heart attack. 
Funeral services were held Wednesday, 
March 19, at Bradley Funeral Home, and he 
was interred in Luray. 

Many grieve the loss of this man who was 
known as fair, straight-talking, dedicated and 
driven by integrity. According to a longtime 
friend, ‘‘Ikey was looked at by other [party] 
chairmen in the area as a person with a lot of 
experience, who they could go to for advice.’’ 

‘‘He was always that wise man that had ad-
vice. He’d already been through whatever was 
coming up,’’ according to Brian Plum, the cur-
rent Page County Republican chairman. 

In addition to his court and political careers, 
Ikey Miller was a dedicated father and hus-
band, a military veteran, a solid baseball play-
er in his youth, a talented musician, an active 
civic leader, a member of the Masonic Lodge, 
and a successful farmer. He also loved to hunt 
for coon and squirrel. 

It was an honor to have known and worked 
with Ikey Miller, who not only lived according 
to his beliefs, but he was driven by them to 
excel. My condolences go out to his family 

and friends as they mourn the loss of such an 
exemplary public servant.

f 

TRIBUTE TO COL. SANFORD ‘‘MAC’’ 
McLAURIN 

HON. ROBIN HAYES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to commend Col. Sanford 
‘‘Mac’’ McLaurin for his valuable service to our 
nation. On Friday, April 18, 2003, a retirement 
ceremony in honor of Colonel McLaurin, Staff 
Director, Corporate Communications, Defense 
Logistics Agency, Fort Belvoir, Virginia, will be 
held in recognition of 21 years, 10 months, 
and 19 days of distinguished service in the 
United States Air Force. 

Colonel McLaurin began his military career 
in 1977 as the Deputy Information Officer at 
Seymour Johnson AFB, North Carolina. From 
there, he went on to be the Radio and Tele-
vision Station Manager at Galena, Alaska. He 
held several positions as Chief, Public Affairs 
and Chief, Plans before becoming the Deputy, 
Media Relations (SAF/PAM) and Chief of 
Press Desk in 1995. His last position before 
coming to DLA was Chief, Air Force News & 
Information (SAF/PAI), liaison for Air Force 
News Service, San Antonio, TX, where he su-
pervised 168 employees. 

Serving an illustrious and most impressive 
military career, Colonel McLaurin accom-
plished a great variety of tasks, to include 
working the evacuation of non-essential Amer-
icans in Sierra Leone, Africa, with Special Op-
eration Forces in 1991; working the hostage 
release out of Lebanon in 1992 (including 
Terry Anderson); flying with the Presidential 
mission to Rwanda, Africa, for first water puri-
fication system in 1993; serving 3 months in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, as Chief of PA—Joint 
Task Force/Southwest Asia; launching the Air 
Force’s first electronic official newspaper, U.S. 
Air Force Online News—March 1999; and was 
instrumental in developing U.S. Air Force 
Image Express—receiving video and imagery 
and supplying it to national media in real time. 

After completing Student Air War College in 
2000, Col. Mack joined DLA. The DLA 21 re-
organization of the Agency brought together 
Public Affairs, Congressional Affairs, Visual 
Presentations, Visual Communications, Free-
dom of Information/Privacy Act, Corporate 
Promotions, and History—all under Corporate 
Communications and under the capable direc-
tion of Colonel McLaurin. 

As Staff Director, Corporate Communica-
tions, Colonel McLaurin has numerous impres-
sive accomplishments under his belt. He es-
tablished the agency’s first electronic official 
newspaper, DLA Today and Tomorrow. He 
also developed the Communications Plan and 
traveled to DLA activities around the globe to 
deliver a well-received Communications Road 
Show. He tackled the toughest media and 
congressional affairs issues and developed a 
‘‘Hill Strategy’’ plan to aggressively pursue a 
better working relationship with congress. 

In addition to a distinguished list of military 
courses completed, Colonel McLaurin has a 
Bachelor of Arts in Drama and a Master’s in 
Psychology and Counseling from North Caro-
lina Central University, as well as a Master’s 

in Strategic Studies—from Maxwell A.F.B. 
Married to Deborah, the McLaurins have two 
children: Justin, 15 and Maya, 8. I have en-
joyed working with Mac the past few years 
and wish him all the best in his future endeav-
ors. May God bless Col. McLaurin and his 
family.

f 

SECURING BLESSINGS OF PROVI-
DENCE FOR PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND OUR 
ARMED FORCES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 26, 2003

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, House 
Resolution 153 will undoubtedly pass this 
morning. Many members, having read the 
summary, are probably uneasy because the 
resolution asks Americans to pray on behalf of 
the American Armed Forces and people—not 
for the British soldiers dying in the desert, nor 
for the Iraqi mothers searching for their chil-
dren in the flames, nor for the countless oth-
ers who need the blessings of Providence. I 
know I feel uneasy about the narrowness of 
the resolution. 

However, I want to urge my colleagues to 
read and take seriously the entire resolution. I 
especially urge them to read the section which 
says: 

‘‘Whereas through prayer, fasting, and self-
reflection, we may better recognize our own 
faults and shortcomings and submit to the wis-
dom and love of God in order that we may 
have guidance and strength in those daily ac-
tions and decisions we must take;’’ 

I urge my colleagues to take seriously the 
admonishment to remember that we, as indi-
viduals and as a nation, have faults and short-
comings. We are not, as individuals or as a 
nation, lords of this earth. We must do our 
best with imperfect knowledge and imperfect 
wisdom, never assuming we act on God’s be-
half. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to recall 
I Corinthians, 13:11–12: 

‘‘For now we see through a glass darkly, but 
then face to face; now I know in part, but then 
I shall know even as I am known.’’

f 

INTRODUCING THE HOMELAND IN-
FRASTRUCTURE POWER SECU-
RITY AND ASSURANCE INCEN-
TIVES ACT OF 2003

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing, along with Mr. DOYLE of Pennsylvania, 
the ‘‘Homeland Infrastructure Power Security 
and Assurance Act of 2003.’’ This legislation 
will encourage the deployment and increased 
use of advanced technologies for the produc-
tion of secure, reliable, efficient, and clean 
electric power needed to reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil and to protect our energy 
infrastructure from terrorist threats. In a radio 
address to the nation President Bush stated:
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As our economy continues to grow, U.S. oil 

consumption is projected to increase by 
about one-third during the next 20 years. Our 
demand for electricity is expected to rise by 
45 percent. America is already using more 
energy than our domestic resources can pro-
vide, and unless we act to increase our en-
ergy independence, our reliance on foreign 
sources of energy will only increase. (Feb-
ruary 23, 2002 Radio Address to Nation)

Reducing dependence on foreign oil is a 
significant aspect of America’s homeland se-
curity strategy, and this will require better utili-
zation of our nation’s domestic natural re-
source fuels. Another critical goal is to mini-
mize risk of terrorist attacks on the nation’s 
critical power supplies, especially at military in-
stallations and major financial centers. In my 
own congressional district, First National Bank 
has installed fuel cells in its new building in 
downtown Omaha that can each produce 200 
kilowatts of electricity using natural gas. The 
electricity produced by these fuel cells powers 
the bank’s data center in a secure and reliable 
manner. The ultra-clean power plant located 
securely inside the First National’s Data Tech-
nology Center assures that the facility has less 
than one second of power downtime a year. 

At another popular attraction in Omaha, the 
Henry Doorly Zoo, a fuel cell has been in-
stalled at the Lied Jungle that is a 200 kW unit 
that serves 50 percent of its power needs. It 
operates at a 75 percent capacity factor and 
generates more than 1.3 million kilowatt-hours 
annually. 

This use of distributed stationary power gen-
eration is a prime example of what we can do 
to protect our critical infrastructure facilities 
like military installations, financial entities, utili-
ties, first responder facilities like firehouses 
and police stations, and information tech-
nology systems from potential terrorist threats. 
Dispersed networks of decentralized, distrib-
uted generation power modules are less vul-
nerable to attack, and there is a wide range of 
advanced distributed technology options that 
can be deployed by U.S. electricity generators 
in order to fortify America’s energy infrastruc-
ture. 

Improving the reliability of our electric power 
infrastructure will also help our economy grow. 
It is estimated that power outages, brownouts, 
and other voltage disturbances cost U.S. in-
dustry up to $150 billion per year. On the 
other hand, it is estimated that energy efficient 
and renewable energy markets account for a 
$500 billion annual global market to U.S. com-
panies and could lead to a net increase of 1.3 
million jobs over the next 20 years. We need 
to use new, advanced turbines, fuel cells, and 
storage technologies to reduce these costly 
outages. We also need to export these tech-
nologies. This will improve both our energy se-
curity and our economic security. 

My legislation is directed at promoting and 
encouraging faster deployment of advanced 
technologies, primarily to protect the home-
land, but with the added environmental bene-
fits that come from clean and efficient power 
equipment. The legislation empowers the Sec-
retary of Energy to administer an Advanced 
Technology Incentives Program. In order to re-
ceive incentive payments eligible owners and 
operators must submit an application to the 
Secretary that documents the use of qualifying 
technologies that reduce system costs, and 
improve performance and reliability of ad-
vanced distributed power generation and en-
ergy storage systems. This is a voluntary, not 
a mandatory program. 

The bill establishes two qualifying require-
ments for eligibility. First it must qualify as a 
‘‘qualifying advanced technology facility.’’ Fa-
cilities meeting this requirement are eligible for 
payments based on 1.8 cents per kilowatt-
hour generated during a fiscal year. If an 
owner or operator provides power that quali-
fies as a ‘‘qualifying security and assurance 
power facility’’ a bonus of 0.7 cents per kilo-
watt-hour may be earned. The maximum num-
ber of kilowatt-hours a single owner or oper-
ator may accrue for each year is 10 million kil-
owatt-hours. There is authorized $250 million 
for the first four years of the program and sep-
arate appropriations will be required. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is timely. Amer-
ica is engaged in a war with Iraq that may dis-
rupt our access to world oil supplies. Weather 
in the United States this winter has been un-
usually cold—raising home heating fuel prices 
to millions of consumers. Recently, President 
Bush elevated the threat of terrorist acts to 
Level Orange—the secondhighest level. Our 
national critical infrastructure, including power 
plants, electric transmission lines, and the na-
tion’s information technology system, are all 
potential targets. Secure, protected, reliable 
power must be a priority of any homeland se-
curity measures undertaken by the new De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
Energy and Commerce Committee, I look for-
ward to participating in the Committee’s early 
consideration of this year’s version of the ‘‘Se-
curing America’s Future Energy Act.’’ I also 
urge my colleagues to consider including pro-
visions that will encourage increased use of 
advanced technologies like fuel cells and other 
low emission, high efficiency energy tech-
nologies. These innovative advanced tech-
nologies must be a part of both our national 
energy and homeland security plans.

f 

H.R. 1460—VETERANS 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP ACT OF 2003

HON. RICK RENZI 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing H.R. 1460, the Veterans Entrepreneur-
ship Act of 2003, a bill to help veterans create, 
manage, and grow their own small busi-
nesses. I am joined by Mr. SMITH of New Jer-
sey, Mr. EVANS, Mr. BROWN of South Carolina, 
Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. BEAUPREZ, and Mr. 
MICHAUD as original cosponsors. We believe 
Congress should accord veterans a full oppor-
tunity to participate in the economic system 
that their military service has helped sustain. 
Veterans indeed represent a unique national 
resource and we need to harness their engag-
ing abilities in our economy. 

First, this measure would allow veterans to 
use VA education benefits to enroll in a non-
degree, non-credit business course offered by 
a Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) and the National Veterans Small Busi-
ness Development Corporation. The Small 
Business Administration helps fund 1,000 
SBDCs in the United States; Puerto Rico, U.S. 
Virgin Islands, Guam, and American Samoa. 
SBDCs are operated in partnership with col-
leges and universities or governmental enti-
ties. We have drafted this section so that it 

would improve access to pre-entrepreneurship 
training and skills building for veterans and 
certain others, as well. Disabled veterans, de-
pendent spouses and children of certain dis-
abled or deceased veterans, and members of 
the Guard and Reserve, also would be eligi-
ble. 

Second, the bill would clarify that disabled 
veterans enrolled in school under a VA voca-
tional rehabilitation program may establish 
self-employment in a small business enter-
prise as a vocational goal. The bill recognizes 
that self-employment is a legitimate rehabilita-
tion goal. It intends to discontinue any current 
VA practices that could require a disabled vet-
eran to establish that he or she is unable to 
be employed in another job before being per-
mitted to benefit from the essential entrepre-
neurship services VA’s vocational rehabilita-
tion program currently furnishes. These serv-
ices include necessary equipment, supplies, 
and other needs associated with starting a 
small business. We note VA still could estab-
lish certain controls, so that aspiring disabled 
veterans would have the best chance of suc-
ceeding as small business owners. This sec-
tion of the bill is especially important for dis-
abled veterans who desire to start and grow 
home-based small businesses. 

Third, our bill would give federal agency 
contracting officers the discretionary authority 
to create sole source contracts for disabled 
veteran-owned businesses up to $5 million for 
manufacturing awards and $3 million for non-
manufacturing awards. It also would furnish 
contracting officers discretionary authority to 
restrict certain contracts to disabled veteran-
owned small businesses if at least two such 
concerns are qualified to bid on the contract. 
This section of the bill is designed simply to 
create a ‘‘level playing field’’ for those individ-
uals who have been wounded or injured in de-
fending our freedoms. 

Mr. Speaker, the smaller business sector is 
our economy’s job generator. Our former 
servicemembers indeed are engaging and re-
sourceful individuals. Our bill simply gives 
them additional tools to realize the dream of 
entrepreneurship.

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND AP-
PRECIATION FOR THE PRESI-
DENT AND MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES PARTICIPATING 
IN OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR. 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 20, 2003

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to make it clear that our young men and 
women, who are putting their lives on the line 
in Iraq, have my unequivocal support. I will do 
everything in my power as a member of Con-
gress to see to it that they have everything 
they need to win this war and return home 
safe and sound to their families. We can only 
hope and pray that this war will end quickly, 
and a minimum number of American, British, 
and Iraqi civilian and military lives are lost, de-
stroyed or maimed for the rest of their lives. 

While the troops have 100 percent of my 
support, when appropriate, I will continue to 
articulate the grave concerns I have about the 
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policies that sent them there. That is why I 
cannot ‘‘express . . . unequivocal support and 
appreciation ... to the President ... for his firm 
leadership and decisive action in the conduct 
of military operations in Iraq as part of the on-
going Global War on Terrorism.’’ There is no 
convincing evidence that Iraq was involved or 
connected to Osama bin Laden, AI Qaeda or 
the events of September 11, 2001—despite 
President Bush’s many failed attempts to 
morph the two, in order to convince the Amer-
ican people that there is such a connection. 

Most Americans think that when our young 
men and women are risking their lives on the 
battlefield that Democrats, Republicans and 
Independents in this House would come to-
gether in a non-partisan manner to support 
our troops—because everyone does support 
them. An appropriate resolution supporting our 
troops in the Senate passed earlier by a vote 
of 99–to–0. But the Republican extremists in 
the House have no shame and no limits. They 
will politicize the blood of our soldiers if they 
think they can gain a political advantage. They 
have never met an issue they were unwilling 
to ‘‘wedge.’’ That’s what Section 1 of this reso-
lution is designed to do—create a wedge 
issue. I have no problem with Sections 2 and 
3. 

Many Democrats, myself included, separate 
support for the troops from support for the 
President’s policy. But the Republicans delib-
erately joined the two so they could make it a 
political wedge issue. Therefore, if you vote 
‘‘for’’ the resolution it appears that you support 
the President’s policy. But if you vote 
‘‘against’’ the resolution, the Republicans in-
tend to paint you as against our troops and 
unpatriotic in future elections. In other words, 
the Republicans have deliberately tried to set 
a ‘‘Catch 22’’ trap. Thus, to avoid the ‘‘damned 
if you do and damned if you don’t’’ wedge 
issue the Republicans created, I am voting 
‘‘present’’ on an issue for only the second time 
since I came to Congress on December 12, 
1995. 

I do not support the President’s policy in 
Iraq. Indeed, I filed a federal lawsuit to stop 
the President from going to war in Iraq without 
a declaration of war from Congress. I believe 
the President’s actions in Iraq are unconstitu-
tional and in violation of international law. Arti-
cle 1, Section 8 of the Constitution says Con-
gress alone—not the President—has the 
power to declare war. The October resolution 
was not a declaration of war! Indeed, I believe 
that not just going to war without a declaration 
of war, but the attempt to cede such war-mak-
ing powers to the President in the October 
Resolution was unconstitutional. And there is 
nothing in U.S., UN or other international law 
that justifies the unprecedented doctrine of 
preemption—preemptively attacking another 
sovereign country without first being attacked, 
or without presenting convincing evidence to 
the American people and the world that such 
a threat or attack is imminent. 

Therefore, I am concerned about a UN-ig-
nored, but U.S.-led preemptive policy that has 
weakened the United Nations, weakened the 
structures of ‘‘collective security,’’ and weak-
ened the rule of international law. 

As the wealthiest and only superpower in 
the world, the U.S. has the most economic 
and military interests in the world. The United 
Nations, collective security, and the rule of 
international law have well-served those U.S. 
interests. Weakening any of them increases 

the threat to U.S. interests at home and 
abroad. 

So today, even as I give our young men 
and women in Iraq my unconditional support, 
I also renew my dedication to strengthening 
the United Nations, collective security, and the 
rule of international law. They help guarantee 
peace and security in the world and, when 
fully utilized, make it less likely that American 
service men and women may have to be sent 
to possibly make the ultimate sacrifice in de-
fense of our country in the future.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, 
due to family reasons, I missed the following 
rollcall votes: 

Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass. 
Sponsor: Representative RON KIND; Motion 
agreed to: 411–13. To promote Department of 
the Interior efforts to provide a scientific basis 
for the management of sediment and nutrient 
loss in the Upper Mississippi River Basin, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. Speaker, due to family reasons, I was 
unable to vote on rollcall No. 85, a motion to 
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 961, the 
Upper Mississippi River Basin Protection Act. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’. 

Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass. 
Sponsor: Representative CHRIS CANNON; Mo-
tion agreed to: 423–0. To revise the boundary 
of the Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
in the States of Utah and Arizona. 

Mr. Speaker, due to family reasons, I was 
unable to vote on rollcall No. 84, a motion to 
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 788, the 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Boundary Revision Act. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’.

f 

HONORING A GREAT HERO FOR 
IRAN’S FREEDOM, AND WORLD 
PEACE AND SECURITY 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
use this opportunity to ask my colleagues in 
the U.S. House of Representatives to observe 
a moment of silence for a great man who is 
no longer among us, Ebrahim Zakeri. The late 
Mr. Zakeri was a great champion of freedom 
that not only helped the Resistance Movement 
to establish freedom and democracy in Iran, 
but he also fought for human dignity, global 
peace, and security. 

As the Chairman of the Security and 
Counter-terrorism Committee of the National 
Council of Resistance of Iran, Ebrahim Zakeri 
was truly a resistance hero and a symbol of 
devotion, struggle and selflessness for the 
cause of Iran’s freedom, as well as global 
peace and security. His mother was also exe-
cuted at the age of 70 after suffering extreme 
torture in Evin Prison. 

My colleagues in the House remember, that 
last August, I circulated information about the 

Iranian regime’s nuclear program and the two 
new nuclear sites that Iran was using to 
threaten world peace and security. The infor-
mation was made available by the committee 
that Ebrahim Zakeri chaired. 

Ebrahim Zakeri was an assistant professor 
in the Department of Communications at 
Tehran University. He was imprisoned by the 
Shah from 1972 to 1975. About one year after 
his release from prison, he was rearrested and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. He was 
among the last group of prisoners to be freed 
by the people at the time of the Revolution in 
1979. He was a candidate for parliamentary 
elections in Abadan after the revolution that 
overthrew the monarchy. Despite a strong 
propaganda campaign against the Mojahedin 
and ballot rigging, the regime was forced to 
announce that he received the second highest 
number of votes in the election. 

He then served in different posts at the Na-
tional Liberation Army of Iran (NLA). Ebrahim 
Zakeri was a member of the General Com-
mand of the NLA and became a member of 
the National Council of Resistance of Iran in 
November of 1992. In 1993, he was appointed 
Chairman of the Security and Counter-ter-
rorism Committee of the NCRI. Since then, his 
committee has exposed many of the Intel-
ligence Ministry’s terrorist plots, as well as 
Tehran’s efforts to obtain nuclear weapons. 

In a word, his 31 years of struggle serve as 
a lesson and a guide for the young people of 
his country, and will always be honored by our 
nation and certainly by my colleagues in the 
U.S. Congress. I express my condolences to 
the Iranian people and to the Resistance’s 
President- elect, Mrs. Maryam Rajavi.

f 

INTRODUCING THE SECURING 
TRANSPORTATION ENERGY EFFI-
CIENCY FOR TOMORROW ACT 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, today I have 
introduced the ‘‘Securing Transportation En-
ergy Efficiency for Tomorrow Act’’ (the 
STREET ACT). This bill recognizes the close 
connection between transportation policy and 
energy policy. In many respects, transportation 
policy is energy policy. Our transportation en-
ergy needs are increasing, but we have not 
done enough to be able to meet these needs 
with new technologies and alternative fuels. 
As a result, our dependence on foreign oil 
continues unabated. 

Today, the transportation sector consumes 
a greater share of petroleum (66 percent) than 
it did in 1973 (50 percent). Each year for the 
past two decades, energy use in the transpor-
tation sector has increased by a rate of 1.5 
percent. It is time, indeed it is long overdue, 
for the Federal Government to lead in the de-
velopment and promotion of energy efficient 
technologies and alternative and renewable 
fuels. 

As the Nation’s largest energy consumer, 
the Federal Government is in a unique posi-
tion to promote energy conservation and effi-
ciency, particularly in the transportation sector 
and in the operation of Federal buildings. The 
STREET ACT ensures that the Government 
does just that. The bill authorizes more than 
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$2 billion to promote greater energy efficiency 
and further the development and use of alter-
native and renewable fuels on our highways, 
railroads, airplanes, ships, and in our Federal 
buildings. 

For example, the bill provides for the use of 
photovoltaic solar energy systems 
(photovoltaics) in our Federal buildings. 
Photovoltaics reduce the consumption of fossil 
fuels and offer distinct advantages over diesel 
generators and primary batteries. They are 
highly efficient and have no moving parts, so 
the need for maintenance is virtually non-exist-
ent. Over twenty-five Federal buildings 
throughout the country, from Boston, Massa-
chusetts to San Francisco, California, already 
use photovoltaics to great effect. This bill 
seeks to fulfill the promise of the Million Solar 
Roofs Initiative of 1997 of having photovoltaic 
solar energy systems installed in 20,000 of our 
Federal buildings by 2010. 

In addition, the bill authorizes the Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) to make 
grants for the development of brightfield sites. 
Brightfields are brownfield sites, i.e., aban-
doned or contaminated property sites, which 
are redeveloped using solar energy tech-
nologies. Brightfields are being successfully 
developed across the country. This bill allows 
the EDA to contribute to this development by 
providing assistance to economically dis-
tressed communities so that they can rede-
velop contaminated or abandoned property. 
Making these properties viable for commercial 
use can significantly improve the economic 
opportunities in the area where the brightfield 
site is located. 

The bill also provides for the development 
and deployment of new technologies to create 
cleaner, more fuel-efficient engines for use in 
all modes of transportation including on rail, in 
water, and in the air. The bill authorizes the 
Department of Transportation to enter into 
public-private partnerships with universities 
and industry leaders to promote the develop-
ment of cleaner, more fuel-efficient engines for 
our Nation’s railroads, ships, and airplanes. 
These clean engines would help reduce 
ozone-forming emissions and would be espe-
cially significant in areas of nonattainment. Re-
search on many of these projects has already 
begun, and this bill ensures that the Federal 
Government remains committed to the devel-
opment and deployment of these promising 
new technologies. 

To promote the use of cleaner energy on 
our Nation’s highways, the bill establishes a 
grant program by which the Department of 
Transportation can make up to ten grants for 
the development and demonstration of fuel 
cell-powered buses. Heavy-duty vehicles, 
which include buses, account for only 6 per-
cent of the total vehicle population, but gen-
erate 60 percent of nitrogen oxide emissions 
and over 80 percent of all particulate matter 
emissions. Fuel cell buses would reduce pollu-
tion on our roads through the use of a clean, 
environmentally-friendly energy source and 
would help reduce our dependence on foreign 
oil. Further, we are falling behind other Na-
tion’s in the development of these tech-
nologies. While there are a few prototype 
buses currently being tested in this country, 
the European Union has stated its goal of de-
ploying 30 buses for revenue use in ten Euro-
pean cities by the close of this year. We can-
not cede another transportation technology to 
our foreign competitors. We should lead the 

world in the research, development, and de-
ployment of fuel cell bus technology. 

In addition, the bill provides a $75 transpor-
tation fringe benefit to employees who com-
mute to work by bicycling, carpooling or car-
sharing. Currently, employees who drive to 
work can receive a $190 per month parking 
benefit and employees who use transit can re-
ceive up to $100 per month. This bill rep-
resents a first step in extending those benefits 
to citizens who choose to promote energy 
conservation while commuting to and from 
their jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, the war with Iraq has once 
again focused our attention on the need to re-
duce our dependence on foreign oil. It is time 
to make a real and lasting commitment to the 
development of these new technologies and 
the use of alternative and renewable fuel that 
can help make America more self-sufficient in 
meeting her energy needs. We have the 
means available; the place to begin is with the 
Federal government and with this bill. 

A detailed summary of the bill’s provisions is 
attached. 
SECURING TRANSPORTATION ENERGY EFFICIENCY FOR 

TOMORROW ACT OF 2003 (THE STREET ACT) 
The Securing Transportation Energy Effi-

ciency for Tomorrow Act (the STREET Act) 
recognizes the connection between energy 
policy and transportation policy and the impor-
tance of utilizing new technologies and alter-
native fuels to meet our transportation energy 
needs. The STREET Act promotes the Fed-
eral Government’s leadership in the develop-
ment and utilization of alternative and renew-
able fuels in the transportation sector and in 
the operation of Federal buildings. Our Na-
tion’s energy needs are increasing. Energy 
use in the transportation sector alone has in-
creased by a rate of 1.5 percent each year for 
the past two decades. The vast majority of 
that energy (approximately 99 percent) comes 
from traditional fuels. Today, the transportation 
sector consumes a greater share of petroleum 
(66 percent) than it did in 1973 (50 percent). 

As the Nation’s largest energy consumer, 
the Federal Government is in a unique posi-
tion to promote energy efficiency and the use 
of alternative and renewable fuels. The 
STREET Act authorizes more than $2 billion in 
federal funds to promote greater energy effi-
ciency in our transportation sector and our 
Federal buildings, and to further the develop-
ment and use of alternative and renewable 
fuels in our highways, our railroads, our air-
planes, our ships, and in our Federal build-
ings. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
Photovoltaic Solar Energy Systems for Pub-

lic Buildings. Amends the Public Buildings Act 
of 1959 to authorize the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services to establish a photovoltaic en-
ergy commercialization program for the pro-
curement and installation of photovoltaic solar 
energy systems for electric production in new 
and existing public buildings. The purposes of 
this section include a reduction in fossil fuel 
consumption and attainment of the goal of in-
stalling 20,000 solar energy systems in federal 
public buildings set forth in the Federal Gov-
ernment’s Million Solar Roof Initiative of 1997. 
The bill authorizes approximately $1.3 billion 
over 5 years for this program. 

Capitol Complex Energy Efficiency. Author-
izes the Architect of the Capitol to conduct a 
study to evaluate the energy infrastructure of 
the Capitol complex to determine ways to in-

crease energy efficiency including the use of 
photovoltaic solar energy systems, district 
heating, and other unconventional and renew-
able energy resources. The bill authorizes 
such sums as may be necessary for this 
study. 

Brightfields. Amends the Public Works and 
Economic Development Act of 1965 to author-
ize the Secretary of Commerce to carry out a 
demonstration grant program for the develop-
ment of brightfield sites. Brightfield sites are 
defined as brownfield sites that are redevel-
oped using solar energy technologies. The bill 
authorizes $200 million over 5 years for this 
grant program. 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
Highway Fuel Conservation. Establishes a 

grant program through which the Secretary of 
Transportation may provide grants to States 
and local governments for projects designed 
to make operational improvements to reduce 
fuel consumption on Federal-aid highways and 
roads, including data collection and analysis 
for improved traffic signal timing, implementa-
tion of improved and coordinated traffic sig-
nals, and planning and implementation of free-
way management systems. The bill authorizes 
$200 million over 5 years for this grant pro-
gram. 

Fuel Cell Bus Technology. Amends Section 
5308, Title 49 of the United States Code to 
allow the Secretary of Transportation to make 
grants to up to 10 recipients for the research 
and development of fuel cell bus technology. 
Preference is given to grant applicants who 
have an existing fuel cell bus technology pro-
gram and have made investments in hydrogen 
fuel cell infrastructure. The bill authorizes $300 
million over 5 years for this grant program. 

Conserve by Bicycling. Authorizes the Sec-
retary of Transportation to establish a pilot 
program that would provide funding for up to 
10 geographically dispersed projects to en-
courage the use of bicycles in place of motor 
vehicles. The bill authorizes $10 million for this 
program. 

Energy Impacts. Requires that environ-
mental impact statements prepared for Fed-
eral-aid highway and transit projects quantify 
and consider energy impacts as an environ-
mental consequence of the project. Currently, 
Federal Highway Administration guidelines 
state that energy impacts should be consid-
ered as one of 25 environmental con-
sequences in an EIS. However, the guidelines 
state that ‘‘except for large projects, a detailed 
energy analysis . . . is not needed.’’ As a 
consequence, the energy impact of smaller-
scale projects is often not quantified and not 
thoroughly considered. This section remedies 
that by requiring that all Federal-aid highway 
and transit projects quantify and consider en-
ergy impacts. 

Extension of Transportation Fringe Benefits. 
Amends section 1320(f) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code to include as a transportation 
fringe benefit that is excludable from an em-
ployee’s gross income, a $75 commuting al-
lowance for employees who commute to work 
by bicycling, carpooling or car-sharing. 

Railroad Efficiency. Authorizes the Secretary 
of Transportation, in conjunction with the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, to establish a public-private research 
partnership to develop and demonstrate loco-
motive technologies that increase fuel econ-
omy, reduce emissions, and lower costs. The 
bill authorizes $105 million over 3 years for 
this program. 
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Clean Airport Bus Pilot Program. Directs the 
Secretary of Transportation to establish a pilot 
grants award program for the acquisition of 
buses powered by alternative fuels and low-
sulfur diesel fuel at public airports through air-
port bus replacement and fleet expansion 
grants. Grants are to be used to purchase 
buses powered by alternative fuels and low-
sulfur diesel fuel to be used as part of the air-
port fleet for a minimum of 5 years and, to the 
extent possible, grants are to be awarded to 
ensure a broad geographic distribution with no 
State receiving more than 10 percent of the 
available grant funding. The bill authorizes 
$200 million over 5 years for this grant pro-
gram. 

Clean Aircraft Engines. Authorizes the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to establish a public-private research part-
nership with the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, research universities, 
and members of the aero-propulsion industry 
to develop a clean ground demonstrator en-
gine utilizing technologies developed by NASA 
and to focus on the development and certifi-
cation of environmentally friendly manufac-
turing technologies, materials, and overhaul 
and repair. The bill authorizes such sums as 
may be necessary for the establishment of this 
public-private partnership. 

WATER RESOURCES 
Marine Efficiency. Authorizes the Secretary 

of Transportation to establish a public-private 
research partnership with the Federal Govern-
ment, vessel operators, ports, terminal opera-
tors, shipyards, and equipment suppliers to 
develop and demonstrate technologies that in-
crease fuel economy, reduce emissions, and 
lower costs of marine transportation and in-
crease the efficiency of intermodal transfers. 
The bill authorizes such sums as may be nec-
essary for the establishment of this public-pri-
vate partnership. 

Improving Hydropower Capabilities. Directs 
the Secretary of the Army to study the poten-
tial for reduced fossil fuel consumption through 
an increase in U.S. hydropower capabilities at 
dams owned or operated by the Corps of En-
gineers. 

Encouragement of Prohibitions on Great 
Lakes Off-Shore Drilling. Contains a finding by 
Congress that environmental dangers associ-
ated with off-shore drilling in the Great Lakes 
for oil and gas outweigh the potential benefits 
of such drilling and encourages the Great 
Lake states to continue to prohibit off-shore 
drilling for oil and gas where such prohibitions 
already exist and to enact a prohibition of 
such drilling where one does not yet exist.

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE OAK PARK 
BUSINESS EDUCATION ALLIANCE 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Oak Park Business and Education 
Alliance (OPBEA) at their Annual Community 
Awards Luncheon on Friday, March 28th at 
Glen Oaks Country Club in Farmington Hills. 

The Oak Park Business and Education Alli-
ance is a non-profit organization of educators, 
businesses and government entities. This or-

ganization marshalls important segments of 
the community to focus on increasing edu-
cational opportunities for Oak Park students. 
Since its inception in 1993, they have become 
an invaluable asset to the community. 

On Friday, this fine organization will honor a 
community activist, Mike Tobin, and a commu-
nity institution, Oakland Community College. 

Mike Tobin, President of Mike Building 
Company of Farmington, learned his trade 
from his father who from the beginning con-
centrated on building homes that would open 
the residential market to more families. That 
practice continues today because Mr. Tobin’s 
his first love is the single family affordable 
home. He shares the enjoyment of first-time 
buyers when they realize they have become 
‘‘homeowners.’’ Aside from his love of build-
ing, and his commitment to the future of the 
building industry and the workforce of tomor-
row, Mr. Tobin is a recognized leader in the 
community and a devoted supporter of many 
charities and institutions, including the 
OPBEA. 

Oakland Community College (OCC) estab-
lished in 1964, began with 2 campuses and 
was proud of its initial enrollment of 3860 stu-
dents. Today, they have grown to more than 
27,000 students covering 5 campuses in Oak-
land County. OCC is an invaluable resource 
for the community, the region and the State as 
they provide a wide range of affordable serv-
ices and educational opportunities to students 
of all ages. OCC is an active participant in the 
OPBEA Board as a connecting link between 
education and employment. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Mike Tobin, Oakland Com-
munity College and the Oak Park Business 
and Education Alliance and wish them suc-
cess in their future endeavors.

f 

TRIBUTE TO STEVE AND JEANNE 
BECKLEY 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize Steve and 
Jeanne Beckley of Glenwood Springs, Colo-
rado. The Beckleys are dedicated members of 
the Glenwood Springs community, and it is my 
honor to pay tribute to their accomplishments 
before this body of Congress and this great 
nation. 

Steve and Jeanne are the owners of Glen-
wood Caverns, a landmark tourist attraction in 
the Glenwood Springs area. Recently, they 
have expanded the caves into a year-round 
attraction, beginning construction of an aerial 
tramway to be completed this spring, which 
will allow visitors to access the site from Iron 
Mountain. Their contributions to tourism in 
Glenwood Springs will help to bring even more 
visitors to the area. For their efforts, the Beck-
leys were recognized as Glenwood Springs 
Chamber Resort Association’s Citizens of the 
Year for 2002. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with honor that I commend 
Steve and Jeanne Beckley before this body of 
Congress and this great nation for their efforts 
in the Glenwood Springs community. Their 
contributions have greatly benefited the people 
of Glenwood Springs and I am honored to 

have this opportunity to represent such fine 
Coloradans. I wish both Steve and Jeanne the 
best of luck with all of their future endeavors.

f 

FISCAL WINDS OF WAR 

HON. DOUG BEREUTER 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member 
commends to his colleagues this March 27, 
2003, editorial from the Omaha World Herald. 
The editorial rightly praises the other body for 
its vote to reduce the President’s proposed tax 
cut in the budget resolution in the face of the 
cost of the war in Iraq.

[From the Omaha World-Herald, Mar. 27, 
2003] 

FISCAL WINDS OF WAR 

Cutting taxes in an effort to reinvigorate a 
sputtery economy is an idea that has merit, 
and the Bush administration can be praised 
for pursuing the effort. But the U.S. Senate, 
in its surprise vote on Tuesday, got it right: 
$726 billion was simply too much in the face 
of an open-ended and obviously costly war 
with Iraq. 

The Senate, in a stance it reconfirmed yes-
terday, voted to reduce the tax cut (as part 
of a $2.2 trillion budget) to $350 billion, still 
a substantial tax reduction. Next comes the 
haggling between House and Senate, since 
the House-approved version would give Presi-
dent Bush the full $726 billion cut he sought. 

By the best available evidence, the admin-
istration lost track of its vote tally in the 
Senate. It asked for an initial $75 billion for 
the war in Iraq, evidently confident that it 
would win both that and the full tax reduc-
tion. But the Senate, by a narrow margin, 
opted for prudence. The majority rightly saw 
the $75 billion as a down payment—enough 
to sustain the effort for six months, with 
more bills to come later and yet more after 
that as the effort gets under way to recon-
struct Iraq. 

Bush’s reluctance until this week to put 
even a tentative price tag on the Iraq war 
and aftermath has raised a question in our 
minds: Is the administration concerned that 
domestic support for the war will fade if the 
average American is asked to sacrifice some-
thing? 

If so, we would hope to disabuse the White 
House of such a notion. Several recent polls 
suggest that 70 to 75 percent of Americans 
support this effort to dislodge the evils of 
Saddam Hussein. We believe that if it takes 
giving up (at least for now) part of a pro-
posed tax cut to undergird the fight finan-
cially, most Americans are ready to do that. 

We are reminded of World War II, when 
Americans willingly observed meatless days, 
endured gasoline rationing, drove on bald 
tires and so on to bolster the war effort. We 
have no reason to believe that today’s citi-
zens are made of less stern stuff. 

Congress should unhesitatingly give the 
president the war funding he is asking for. 
His tax-cut plan can be revisited later. Mean-
while, as a people we’re in this fight and had 
better pay for it. (Don’t forget the hyper-
inflation that resulted from President Lyn-
don Johnson’s insistence on conducting the 
Vietnam war on the cuff.) 

Congress has a duty here, too. Whatever 
tax-cut figure it ends up with, it should 
make good on its word: Spend the difference 
on the war, and if there’s any left, shore up 
the Social Security system. Any other use of 
the funds constitutes a breach of promise.
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HONORING MR. FRED HILL UPON 

HIS INDUCTION INTO THE PLYM-
OUTH, MICHIGAN HALL OF FAME 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing Mr. Fred Hill, as he was recently in-
ducted into the Plymouth, Michigan Hall of 
Fame. 

His passion for Plymouth, Michigan has led 
him to serve as President of the Plymouth 
Community Chamber of Commerce, Plymouth 
Community United Way, Kiwanis Club of Colo-
nial Plymouth, and Plymouth Downtown De-
velopment Authority. Mr. Hill also served on 
numerous boards and committees including 
the City Charter Commission, Salvation Army 
Board, and the Plymouth Jaycees. He is also 
the founder and leader of the nationally known 
Fred Hill Briefcase Drill Team. 

Mr. Hill is a tremendous ambassador for the 
Plymouth community, and we at home are in-
debted to, and grateful for his dedication, pas-
sion, and humor—if not his singing. 

Mr. Spreaker, I extend my sincere apprecia-
tion to Mr. Fred Hill, as he is inducted into the 
Plymouth, Michigan Hall of Fame, for his fine 
service to our country.

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 1345, THE 
EQUITY FOR RESERVIST ACT 
(ERA) 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, recently I 
learned about an extraordinary individual, Mr. 
Gary Kibbee, a firefighter with the South San 
Francisco Fire Department and member of the 
Navy reserves. Firefighter Kibbee was acti-
vated shortly after September 11, 2001 and 
has remained deployed in an active duty role 
since then. He serves his country with honor 
and distinction, and I feel safe knowing that 
men like him are defending our nation. 

I am deeply concerned, however, that while 
Firefighter Kibbee is concentrating on the ex-
traordinarily difficult and dangerous mission he 
had been deployed to perform, he is also 
being forced to worry about the welfare of his 
wife and two children. For Firefighter Kibbee’s 
family has to worry not only about whether he 
will return, but also about how they will make 
ends meet. 

The Kibbee family is victim of a ‘‘pay gap’’ 
suffered by many of the over 200,000 Reserv-
ists and National Guardsmen currently acti-
vated. While he is activated, Firefighter Kibbee 
receives military pay that is significantly less 
than his civilian pay. This is a sacrifice he, his 
family, and his brothers and sisters serving in 
the Reserves and National Guard should not 
have to bear. 

Thankfully, for the past year Firefighter 
Kibbee has been able to rely on the gen-
erosity of the City of South San Francisco to 
cover the discrepancy between his civilian and 
military salary. However, South City, like so 
many other cities and towns, is facing looming 

deficits and is unable to continue to cover the 
difference in salary after 12 months, even for 
a two-time ‘‘Firefighter of the Year’’ award win-
ner. Firefighter Kibbee was recently notified 
that his activation has been extended for an-
other 12 months, taking his total time on ac-
tive duty to the full two years. 

Mr. Speaker, if Firefighter Kibbee’s concern 
was unique it would be extremely unfortunate. 
However, the fact that there are many other 
brave men and women sharing his concerns is 
truly a tragedy. Too many members of our Re-
serve components are faced with the difficult 
choice of defending their country or providing 
for their family. 

When a civilian is called up to active duty 
the Reservist’s civilian salary is placed on hold 
and their paycheck now comes from the mili-
tary. Often the amount of military pay is signifi-
cantly less than the amount of their civilian 
salary. As a result of this discrepancy the fam-
ilies of reservists are asked to carry a double 
burden; a member of their family is temporarily 
absent—as is a portion of his or her salary. 

In order to substantially reduce the discrep-
ancy in pay between civilian and military sala-
ries for Reservists and members of the Na-
tional Guard who are involuntary activated for 
more than thirty days, I, along with five of my 
colleagues, have introduced H.R. 1345, ‘‘The 
Equity for Reservists Pay Act.’’ I am pleased 
to report that this bi-partisan legislation also 
has the support of both the National Guard 
Association and the Reserve Officers Associa-
tion. I request that copies of both are included 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

While the problems caused by this discrep-
ancy in salary has long been known, the re-
cent shift in the frequency and length of acti-
vations has aggravated the salary discrepancy 
issue. During the Cold War era, the Reserve 
components were hardly utilized, and in fact 
between 1945 and 1989 Reservists were in-
voluntarily activated by the federal government 
only four times, an average of less than once 
a decade. In the aftermath of the Cold War 
our nation has relied more heavily on the Re-
serve components, involuntarily activating Re-
servists units six times since 1990, an average 
of about once every two years. 

Mr. Speaker, the mobilization of Reservists 
in the aftermath of the September 11th ter-
rorist attacks has been the largest and longest 
since the 1990–91 Gulf War. Currently there 
are over 210,000 men and women Reservists 
on active federal duty. The average length of 
deployment since September 11th has been, 
for some, the longest continuous activation 
ever. 

The brave men and women serving in 
America’s Reserve and National Guard make 
tremendous sacrifices for their country. Some 
are called to make the ultimate sacrifice. One 
sacrifice they and their families should not 
have to make is worrying about their financial 
security. It is the duty of our government to 
ensure that the men and women of the military 
reserves are not financially burdened when 
they answer their call to duty. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important to note that this 
bill does not provide extra compensation to 
members of the National Guard and Reserve 
components, but rather ensures that our 
Guardsmen continue to receive the amounts 
of their civilian salaries. 

It is well known in the Department of De-
fense that the potential for income loss during 
activation is a major concern for both officers 

and enlisted personnel in the Reserves. Given 
the Pentagon’s increasing reliance on the Re-
serve Component, there exists a valid concern 
that the potential for financial losses would 
have a negative impact on recruiting and re-
tention in the Reserves. Passage of H.R. 1345 
would alleviate this concern and provides both 
for the financial security for our Reservists as 
well as security to our nation as a whole. 

Mr. Speaker, this important legislation is de-
signed to ensure that federal, state and local 
government employees and those employed in 
the private sector can continue to defend our 
country without being forced to worry about 
their families pinching pennies to adjust to a 
life on a reduced salary. The legislation covers 
members of the Reserves who are involun-
tarily called up for a period of longer than 30 
days as defined in Section 101(19) of Title 37 
United States Code. 

The coverage of Federal employees uses a 
commonsense and cost neutral approach. The 
bill simply requires the employee’s federal 
agency to pay the employee the difference be-
tween their military pay as defined by Section 
101(21) of Title 37 (not including allowances) 
and their civilian base pay. Since Federal 
agencies and departments have already budg-
eted for their employees’ salaries, there 
should not be additional expenditures required 
to cover any discrepancy the reservist em-
ployee suffers as a result of his or her involun-
tary call up. 

In addition to the numerous Federal govern-
ment employees that this bill would cover, I 
believe that Congress should also assist state 
and municipal governments in providing the 
difference in salary that their Reservist em-
ployees face. H.R. 1345 also provides assist-
ance to the state and municipal governments 
who choose to provide financial equity to their 
employees by allowing the states to request a 
reimbursement of 50 percent of the expendi-
tures required for the first 9 months. After 9 
months, the participating state and municipal 
governments are eligible for a full 100 percent 
reimbursement. 

In order to ensure that our government’s 
generosity is not taken advantage of, I have 
included language into this legislation to pre-
vent abuse. The anti-fraud provision of this 
bill, which is analogous to California law, re-
quires municipal employees to return to their 
government jobs upon deactivation. An em-
ployee who accepts money to make up their 
salary discrepancy and doesn’t return will 
have the received funds treated as a loan to 
be paid back in a manner to be determined by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. Additionally, the 
appropriate Secretary has the discretion to 
waive all or part of the loan should an appro-
priate situation arise. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, in order to provide the 
necessary incentive for non-government em-
ployers to make up the discrepancy in income 
that their brave employees encounter as a re-
sult of being involuntarily activated for more 
than 30 days, this legislation amends Subpart 
D of Part IV of subchapter A of Chapter 1 of 
the Internal Revenue Code, creating an ‘‘Ac-
tive-duty Reserve Component Employee Cred-
it.’’ This credit should provide an incentive for 
private companies to continue to pay their em-
ployees. This credit will be equal to 50 percent 
of the compensation paid to the reservist em-
ployee to make up the difference between 
their private salary and reservist pay. 
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This legislation is a common sense solution 

to the unfortunate problem of financial insecu-
rity suffered by the brave men and women of 
the Reserves. We cannot ask courageous 
men and women like Firefighter Kibbee to 
choose between supporting their families and 
defending our country. Since an extended acti-
vation results in financial loss for the Reserv-
ists and their families, it is only equitable that 
our government limits the financial loss as 
much as possible. H.R. 1345 is a fair and bal-
anced approach to resolve this unacceptable 
and intolerable situation. I urge its expedited 
passage.

RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 
OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Washington, DC, March 19, 2003. 
Hon. TOM LANTOS, 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN LANTOS: On behalf of 
the nearly 80,000 members of the Reserve Of-
ficers Association of the United States, con-
gressionally chartered to ‘‘support the devel-
opment and execution of a military policy 
for the United States, that will provide ade-
quate national security,’’ I want to thank 
you for your efforts in introducing the Omni-
bus Equity for Reservists Pay Act of 2003. 
The bill is an important step forward in rec-
ognizing the contributions of the members of 
the Reserve components of our Armed Forces 
to the Total Force and our national defense. 

Today as we wait anxiously for news of 
whether or when we will go to war with Iraq, 
more than 200,000 members of the Reserve 
components of our Armed Forces have been 
mobilized and/or deployed in anticipation of 
that event. Since September 11, 2001, a quar-
ter-million citizen-soldiers, sailors, Marines, 
and airmen have been called to active duty 
and have left their homes, families, and com-
munities in response to emerging contin-
gencies. By the Department of Defense’s own 
estimate, about one third of these activated 
reservists are losing money when their civil-
ian paycheck is compared to their military 
salary (including the tax advantages of var-
ious benefits and allowances). Nearly sev-
enty thousand troops is a hefty slice of Total 
Force assets going broke on active duty, 
going bankrupt before they even see the 
enemy they came to fight. The situation is 
bad and it can only get worse when you con-
sider that Iraq will very likely take several 
years to be rebuilt, that the Reserve compo-
nents will probably be supervising the 
project, and that if recent history is any 
guide, such occasions will continue. 

The issue here is that if we are serious 
about the societal benefits of the Total 
Force policy and the popular support it 
brings to any military undertaking, we need 
to reinforce it in every way possible. We can-
not allow the compensation aspects of the 
system to drift so far off center that fully a 
third of its Reserve component members be-
come economically dysfunctional merely by 
putting on their uniforms. Bankruptcy is not 
an effective recruiting or retention tool. 
With all of the other more immediate (and 
less tractable) issues mobilized reservists 
must face, we should do all we can to elimi-
nate or ameliorate financial insecurity 
caused by post-mobilization compensation 
dysfunction. 

Your bill provides a range of solutions to 
the problem that has long plagued reservists 
and by extension the Total Force, and ulti-
mately the nation. We are pleased at your vi-
sion in introducing it and we stand ready to 
assist in any way we can. 

Sincerely, 
JAYSON L. SPIEGEL, 

Executive Director. 

NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION 
OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Washington, DC, March 19, 2003. 
Hon. TOM LANTOS, 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN LANTOS: On behalf of 
the men and women of the National Guard 
Association of the United States, I would 
like to commend you for your efforts in in-
troducing the ‘‘Omnibus Equity for Reserv-
ists Pay Act of 2003.’’

Thousands of Guardsmen and women are 
currently being called to active duty in sup-
port of the Global War on Terrorism, defense 
of the homeland, and the pending war in 
Iraq, in addition to the multitude of other 
state and federal operational missions nor-
mally performed. Many Guardsmen and 
women are experiencing financial hardship 
when they serve their country for extended 
periods of time due to the difference of in-
come between their civilian and military 
pay. Your legislation, the ‘‘Omnibus Equity 
for Reservists Pay Act of 2003’’ will help 
mitigate financial loss by making up the dif-
ference between a person’s civilian and mili-
tary salaries. 

The employer credit will encourage private 
industry to compensate their National Guard 
employees. The high National Guard is draw-
ing members of the National Guard away 
from their employers for up to two years at 
a time. This increased operational tempo 
places additional financial burdens on em-
ployers, to a much greater extent than in 
past years. Employers should not be ex-
pected to bear the increased financial bur-
dens Guard deployments place on them. As-
sisting employers with tax credit provides 
the ability to inject those funds back into 
their businesses in order to offset the effects 
of the temporary loss of their National 
Guard employees. 

As always, the NGAUS stands ready to as-
sist you and looks forward to our continued 
relationship ensuring a strong and viable Na-
tional Guard. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact my staff or 
me, 

Respectfully, 
RICHARD C. ALEXANDER, 

Major General (RET), AUS, 
President.

f 

THE WOMEN’S OBSTETRICIAN AND 
GYNECOLOGIST MEDICAL AC-
CESS NOW ACT OF 2003 (THE 
WOMAN ACT) 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I am reintroducing the Women’s Obste-
trician and Gynecologist Medical Access Now 
Act, the WOMAN Act. This bill will ensure that 
every woman has direct access to her ob-gyn. 

I believe women should not need a permis-
sion slip to receive ob-gyn care. Unfortunately, 
that is the reality faced by many women when 
they need to see their doctor. Numerous man-
aged care plans require women to visit their 
primary care physicians before seeking the 
health care services they need from the pro-
viders they want. Denying direct access, or 
forcing women to jump through numerous bu-
reaucratic hoops to see their ob-gyn is not ac-
ceptable treatment. 

The WOMAN Act recognizes that women 
have different medical needs than men and 

that ob-gyns, in many cases, have the most 
appropriate medical background to address 
these needs. My legislation removes the bar-
riers complicating women’s access to their 
doctors. Women will no longer have to con-
tend with the gatekeeper system that can pre-
vent or delay appropriate care. 

It is easy to understand what a difference 
direct ob-gyn access makes in women’s health 
care. Imagine, for a moment, a woman in San 
Diego who works 45 hours a week and has 
limited sick and vacation time. Now, imagine 
she has an urgent medical problem requiring 
an ob-gyn visit. On Monday, she calls from 
work to make an appointment with her primary 
care physician. If she is lucky, she gets an ap-
pointment for the following morning. She takes 
time off Tuesday to go see her doctor. Her pri-
mary care doctor agrees she should be seen 
by her ob-gyn and gives her a referral. Tues-
day afternoon she returns to work and calls 
her ob-gyn for an appointment. The doctor is 
in surgery on Wednesday, but they offer her 
an appointment on Friday morning. On Friday 
she takes another morning off from work and 
finally, after almost a week, gets the care she 
needs. The unnecessary referral process re-
sulted in her taking an extra morning off work 
and delayed her proper medical care by 5 
days. The patient, employer, primary care phy-
sician, and health plan provider would have 
saved money and time if the patient had been 
able to go directly to her ob-gyn. 

An American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists/Princeton survey of obgyns 
showed that 60 percent of all ob-gyns in man-
aged care reported that their patients are ei-
ther limited or barred from seeing their ob-
gyns without first getting permission from an-
other physician. Nearly 75 percent also re-
ported that their patients have to return to their 
primary care physician for permission before 
they can see their ob-gyn for necessary fol-
low-up care. Equally astounding is that 28 per-
cent of the ob-gyns surveyed reported that 
even pregnant women must first receive an-
other physician’s permission before seeing an 
ob-gyn. 

The public overwhelmingly supports direct 
access to ob-gyn care. A survey conducted by 
the Kaiser Family Foundation and Harvard 
University found that 82 percent support direct 
access legislation and 63 percent would sup-
port it even if their health insurance costs in-
creased. When asked about a range of health 
policy issues another Kaiser survey discov-
ered that women rate direct access to ob-gyns 
as their second priority. 

While serving in the California State Assem-
bly, I heard from many women who experi-
enced the same problems I have outlined 
today. After meeting with women, obstetricians 
and gynecologists, health plan representa-
tives, and providers in the State of California, 
I wrote the state law allowing women direct 
access to their ob-gyn. That law was a good 
first step; however, it still does not cover the 
almost 5 million Californians enrolled in self-in-
sured, federally regulated health plans. This 
means that if a woman lives in a state with di-
rect access protections, like California, she 
may not be able to see her ob-gyn without a 
referral if she is covered by a federally regu-
lated ERISA health plan. This also means that 
one in four insured families are not protected 
by state direct access to ob-gyn laws. 

I believe the time has come to make direct 
access to an ob-gyn a national standard. 
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I urge you, Mr. Speaker, and all of my col-

leagues to pass this critical legislation quickly 
into law. 
WOMEN’S OB/GYN MEDICAL ACCESS NOW ACT 

(WOMAN ACT) 
BILL SUMMARY 

Grants Direct Access: Gives women direct 
access to an OB/GYN or a participating fam-
ily practice physician or surgeon designated 
by the plan or issuer as providing OB/GYN 
services. Prohibits plans or issuers from re-
quiring a referral or prior approval. 

Plan Considerations: Plan can set reason-
able communication requirements between 
OB/GYNs and primary care physician. Plan 
can set reasonable utilization protocols, as 
long as those protocols are the same for OB/
GYNs as they are for other physicians, such 
as primary care providers. (cannot be more 
restrictive for OB/GYNs) 

Nodfication for ERISA plans: Requires 
group health plans to comply with the notice 
requirements for ERISA when they modify 
their plan to comply with the rule.

f 

CHANGES TO TITLE IX ATHLETICS 
POLICIES CONTRADICT THE 
SPIRIT OF ATHLETIC QUALITY 
AND GENDER PARITY AND 
SHOULD NOT BE IMPLEMENTED, 
AND TITLE IX SHOULD BE KEPT 
INTACT 

HON. ENI F. H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, June 
19, 2002 marked the 30th Anniversary of the 
passing of Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972. This legislation was introduced 
and tirelessly fought for by my late colleague 
and friend the Honorable Patsy Mink of Ha-
waii. Congresswoman Mink left a legacy for us 
to continue, one which demands our continued 
diligence in promoting and maintaining gender 
equality. Since its passing, Title IX has been 
crucial in setting a standard of equal education 
opportunities. 

Today, and as a result of Title IX, the oppor-
tunities that women enjoy far surpass those of 
previous generations. These accomplishments 
are being threatened by current recommenda-
tions to implement changes to Title IX athletic 
policies that contradict the spirit of athletic 
equality and gender parity. We cannot allow 
this to happen. 

Some argue that Title IX has accomplished 
all its goals and some even suggest that it has 
exceeded what it was set forth to accomplish. 
The reality Mr. Speaker, is that while great 
strides have been made to level the playing 
field for women in sports we have not 
achieved complete gender equity in athletics. 
Data from the NCAA 1999–2000 Gender Eq-
uity Report shows that female athletes in Divi-
sion I schools receive only 41% of the oppor-
tunities to play intercollegiate sports, 43% of 
the total athletic scholarship dollars, 36% of 
the athletic operating budgets, and 32% of the 
dollars spent to recruit new athletes. 

Additionally Mr. Speaker, Title IX does not 
deprive men of athletic resources, nor has 
men’s participation in athletics suffered as a 
result of Title IX. In fact, by 2001 male partici-
pation in collegiate sports rose 22.6% from 
1972. In 2000, for every dollar being spent on 
women’s sport, Division I schools were spend-

ing almost two dollars on men’s sports. In lim-
ited situations where men’s athletic teams 
have been cut, it is often due to a lack of sup-
port for those teams combined with inflated 
budgets for football and men’s basketball 
teams. 

Given these realities, changes to Title IX 
would be premature and a set-back to the 
work we have accomplished over the last 30 
years. The task laid at our feet by the Honor-
able Patsy Mink to fight for gender equality re-
quires us to make sure that the advances 
women have made as a result of the imple-
mentation of Title IX do not overshadow the 
fact that our work is not complete. Therefore 
I urge my colleagues to support the intent of 
this resolution.

f 

TITLE IX 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I come to the floor 
today to voice my opposition to any efforts to 
change Title IX. For over 30 years, Title IX 
has been a successful program that has 
helped open doors for women in education 
and employment. I don’t understand how peo-
ple can argue with success and try to change 
such an important piece of legislation. 

Times have changed in this nation for com-
petitive sports, and it is all because of Title IX. 
Title IX has helped change assumptions and 
attitudes about sexual stereotypes. It is hard 
to comprehend that less than 30 years ago 
people believed women were physically in-
capable of running the marathon. It was be-
lieved that female body composition made it 
impossible for them to run long distances! It 
wasn’t until women began defying this irra-
tional and unfounded notion by competing 
anyway that the world took notice and a crip-
pling stereotype died. It is a myth that women 
are not interested in sports or competition. It 
is a myth that women would rather be cheer-
ing on the sidelines than competing on the 
field, the court, the green, track, or the dia-
mond. Any effort to repeal a program that al-
lows access to sports and education for 
women reincarnates myths and stereotypes 
that should have been put to rest decades 
ago. 

Title IX has helped knock down the sense-
less barriers that have prevented women from 
engaging in competition by requiring that 
equal funding be contributed to women’s 
sports throughout all levels of education. Girls 
have an equal right with boys to receive at a 
minimum a basic education and to compete 
for scholarships—whether they are academic 
or athletic. Since 1972, the number of women 
playing collegiate sports has quadrupled! And 
the number of girls playing high school sports 
has increased to 3 million in the 30 years that 
Title IX has been on the books. Before Title IX 
was enacted, only 300,000 high school girls 
competed. The principle of equality requires 
that women be provided equal access and 
equal opportunity for education and sports. 

My 16-year-old daughter Jennifer plays on 
her high school golf team. Before Title IX, a 
girl’s golf team in most schools would never 
have existed. Before Title IX many women 
weren’t even allowed to step foot on a green! 

I want my daughter and the daughters of 
every family in the nation to have the right and 
the opportunity to compete and receive schol-
arships if their heart desires. 

It is a myth that the requirements of Title IX 
take away funding for male sports teams! The 
overwhelming majority of funding available 
goes to support college football and college 
basketball. Furthermore, in 30 years we have 
seen the number of college baseball teams in-
crease exponentially! If it were true that Title 
IX robs funding from male sports teams then 
why is it that for every dollar spent on wom-
en’s collegiate sports, two dollars are spent for 
the male teams? We need to stop the myths 
about Title IX and allow the program to remain 
intact. 

No longer do young girls need to hide their 
hair in a cap and pretend to be boys if they 
want to play ball. No longer do we harbor 
under the misconception that women can’t and 
don’t want to play. Title IX was a bold step to-
ward equality and it was a necessary element 
toward achieving fairness. Sports teach us 
how to win with integrity and how to lose with 
grace. They teach us healthy competition and 
how to strategize for success. They help pro-
mote healthy exercise and lifestyles. Women 
need to be offered the opportunity to enrich 
their lives by playing sports. We need to keep 
Title IX in play.

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID KEELEY 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize David Keeley for his tireless leader-
ship over two decades in the field of coastal 
resource management and to congratulate him 
for receiving the 2003 Walter B. Jones Memo-
rial Award for Coastal Steward of the Year. 

For over 25 years, Mr. Keeley has worked 
at the local, state and regional level in envi-
ronmental management, policy development 
and planning with an emphasis on coastal and 
estuarine issues. Over thirteen years ago, Mr. 
Keeley created the Gulf of Maine Council on 
the Marine Environment, a voluntary regional 
governance structure that includes the states 
of Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachu-
setts, and the Canadian provinces of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, as well as rep-
resentatives from Canadian and U.S. federal 
agencies. The Council is an excellent example 
of a bilateral regional governance organization 
and is one of the best in North America. It is 
also a wonderful example of David’s dedica-
tion and leadership. The success of the Coun-
cil can be, in large part, directly attributed to 
the activism and involvement of Mr. Keeley, 
who nurtured, encouraged and challenged the 
group to succeed. Like so many other coastal 
issues and projects in which David becomes 
involved, the Council is where it is today be-
cause of his long-term guidance and support, 
and his unwavering ability to question, re-
spond, and deliver. For all of his hard work 
and dedication, David was recently honored 
with the 2003 Walter B. Jones Memorial 
Award for Coastal Steward of the Year. 

Mr. Speaker, Maine is honored, grateful and 
fortunate to have a devoted citizen like David 
Keeley. His tireless work to protect our coastal 
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resources has truly made a difference to the 
great state of Maine and to the entire nation.

f 

TITLE IX 

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 27, 2003

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
I stand today on behalf of a great majority of 
Americans who support Title IX. 

Thirty years ago, my friend, The Late Rep. 
Patsy Mink of Hawaii, the first woman of color 
to be elected in Congress, unremittingly and 
dauntlessly challenged old stereotypes like a 
‘‘woman’s place being in the home.’’ 

Representative Mink was nationally recog-
nized as a crusader for the rights of women, 
minorities and the poor. She co-authored the 
Women’s Educational Equity Act, now known 
as Title IX, which prohibits gender discrimina-
tion by institutions receiving federal funding. 
Title IX is credited for helping push schools 
and universities to invest equally in women’s 
athletics and educational programming. She 
envisioned the law to serve as a means to re-
duce and eventually eliminate gender discrimi-
nation. 

USA Today, CNN and the Gallup Poll pub-
lished on January 8, 2003, their survey results 
showing that 7 out of 10 adults familiar with 
Title IX think that the law should be strength-
ened or left alone. 

Statistics will prove why our people support 
Title IX: 

Women student athletes graduate at a sig-
nificantly higher rate of 68% than women stu-
dents in general who graduate at a rate of 
59%. 

80% of women identified as key leaders in 
Fortune 500 companies participated in sports 
as students. 

82% of women business executives who 
played sports said that the lessons they
learned on the playing field contributed to their 
success in business. 

A Women’s Sports Foundation study 
showed that teenage athletes are less likely to 
use marijuana, cocaine or other illicit drugs, 
less likely to be suicidal, less likely to smoke 
and are more likely to have a positive body 
image than female non-athletes. 

Through the years, Title IX has diminished 
the inequity against women without depriving 
men of the same funds and opportunities. 

In 2000, Division I educational institutions 
spent one dollar on women’s sports for every 
two dollars spent on men’s sports, and yet 
women increasingly continued to participate in 
sports activities. 

From 1971–2001, women’s college athletic 
participation increased by 403% and high 
school girls’ athletic participation increased by 
a whopping 847%. 

This proves that women’s interest in sports 
follows opportunity. 

Let us remember that the women of Amer-
ica comprise half of the population of this 
great country. We share the future with the 
men of America. 

The landmark Title IX legislation is the last-
ing memory of how tenaciously Congress-
woman Patsy Mink fought to improve the lives 
of girls for generations to come. 

On behalf of many women and Asian Amer-
ican organizations, I submit my position on 
Title IX to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

I support Title IX and all of its’ opportunities 
for women and girls. 

Protect Title IX and let it fulfill its mission.
f 

HONORING BLACK WOMEN UNITED 
FOR ACTION (BWUFA) 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the contributions of 
BWUFA, Black Women United For Action. 
Over the course of their 17 year history, 
BWUFA has been an outspoken voice for the 
concerns of women, the impoverished, and 
vulnerable families throughout the world. 

As a volunteer, non-profit community service 
organization based in Springfield, Virginia, 
BWUFA has continued to successfully provide 
a variety of community programs that offer 
support services with a social, cultural and 
educational focus. As BWUFA volunteers will 
attest, there is no price that can be placed on 
the gifts of love, compassion and caring from 
one person to another. This is the guiding phi-
losophy that drives BWUFA to help make the 
world a better place for tomorrow’s leaders. 
They consider it both a distinct pleasure and 
an obligation to touch the lives of others for 
the improvement of our community. 

One of BWUFA’s major efforts is to readily 
disseminate pertinent information to the public 
through forums such as their Roundtable Dis-
cussions. From talking about healthy living ini-
tiatives to the need for solid investment strate-
gies, BWUFA provides these mediated con-
versations to encourage critical thinking on 
complex issues that affect us all. It is through 
this exchange of ideas in a relaxed setting that 
many can develop plans to radically alter their 
lives for the better. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have had the 
opportunity of working closely with this valu-
able organization in the past and look forward 
to continued interaction in the future. BWUFA 
sets the example as a model organization 
striving to improve the lives of others every-
day. I salute their stewardship and wish them 
the best in their future endeavors.

f 

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO JOHN ZIM-
MERMAN ON THE OCCASION OF 
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
LEGAL PROFESSION 

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to pay special tribute to 
an outstanding gentleman, and good friend, 
from Ohio. John Zimmerman has always ad-
mired the practice of law and has always en-
joyed doing it. After 52 years in the practice, 
he is as upbeat about his work today as the 
day he began. He opened his first office on 
April 15, 1951, on the second floor of the old 
Masterson’s building. Mr. Zimmerman was 
elected shortly thereafter as Defiance City At-
torney and served in that capacity from 1952–
1955. Subsequent to his service as City Attor-

ney, John served as County Prosecutor, hold-
ing that position for 12 years. 

Mr. Speaker, in all his years of practice, 
John never tried a single murder case until the 
last two years as Prosecutor, and then there 
were four. Mr. Zimmerman got a conviction on 
each one, he would tell you proudly. 

Prior to doing battle in the local tribunal, 
John served in the 91st Infantry and received 
a battlefield commission and Bronze Star in 
Italy during WW II. While serving overseas, his 
father, Elmer, who worked as an agent for the 
IRS, received a transfer and moved the family 
from its home in Old Fort, Ohio to Defiance, 
Ohio. His mother, Effa, a music teacher, 
taught around the various schools in Defiance 
County. 

Upon returning to the states in 1946, John 
came to Defiance in the spring of that year, 
enrolled in classes at Defiance College going 
straight through his undergraduate years with-
out a break. It was about this same time that 
he helped to reorganize the local National 
Guard Company in Defiance. He finished his 
studies at the University of Toledo and earned 
his Juris Doctorate in 1951 from The Ohio 
State University School of Law. 

John entered into a partnership with Defi-
ance native, attorney, and artist, Ed Hummer 
in 1957. That same year they established a 
satellite office in Hicksville, Ohio. In 1963, 
John formed a law firm with Karl Weaner and 
Reeder Hutchinson. That office was located in 
the offices above the State Bank and Trust 
Co. until 1991, when the firm purchased the 
modern-looking, stone and cedar-sided build-
ing on the corner of Wayne and Third Streets. 
Mr. Zimmerman is one of the last remaining 
from the original firm that still exists today. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying special tribute to Mr. John E. Zim-
merman. Our communities are served well by 
having such honorable and giving citizens, like 
John, who care about their well being and sta-
bility. We wish John, his wife, Loisann, and 
their family all the best as we pay tribute to 
one of our state’s finest citizens.

f 

CONDEMNING THE ARRESTS OF 
OPPOSITION PARTY MEMBERS IN 
NORTHERN CYPRUS 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker. I rise before 
you today to condemn the recent acts of the 
Turkish-Cypriot leadership. Only two weeks 
after denying their citizens the right to conduct 
a referendum vote on acceptance of the UN 
plan for reunification of the island, the illegit-
imate Turkish-Cypriot government has once 
again denied the will of its constituency. 

In response to Rauf Denktash’s refusal to 
allow a referendum vote, an opposition party 
in Northern Cyprus, the United Cyprus Party, 
planned to hold its own vote to explicitly dem-
onstrate the desire of Turkish-Cypriots for a 
resolution to the Cyprus Question. Under the 
direction of Mr. Denktash, the Turkish-Cypriot 
police surrounded the village of Elia, and 
forcefully ensured that the vote could not take 
place. The General Secretary of the United 
Cyprus Party, Izzet lzcan, was arrested in the 
incident along with five trade unionists. 
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Mr. Speaker, I ask that the Members of the 

House of Representatives join me in con-
demning these acts which took place at the 
hands of the illegal Turkish-Cypriot regime. 
Mr. Denktash has already harmed the people 
he is supposed to represent by denying them 
the opportunity to unite with their Greek-Cyp-
riot neighbors and join the European Union in 
April, and it is absolutely detestable to see him 
silencing the will of his citizens once again. I 
urge my fellow colleagues to continue offering 
their support to the people of Cyprus, and re-
quest that the United Nations persevere in 
their efforts to bring about a fair and agreeable 
resolution to the longstanding division of the 
Republic of Cyprus.

f 

THE REFERENDUM IN CHECHNYA 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, last 
Sunday, while the world’s eyes were focused 
on the momentous events taking place in Iraq, 
a constitutional referendum was held in the 
war-torn region of Chechnya. The referendum 
was held as part of the Russian Government’s 
attempt to ‘‘normalize’’ the situation in that tor-
tured part of Russia’s North Caucasus. 

For the last ten years, Chechnya has been 
the scene of a bloody war between armed 
Chechen rebels and Russian military forces. 
Hostilities were precipitated in late 1994 when, 
in the wake of Chechnya’s attempt to secede 
from the Russian Federation, Russian military 
forces launched a fullscale assault on the 
Chechen capital of Grozny. There was a res-
tive peace from 1996 until the summer of 
1999, when the armed clashes erupted anew. 
The roots of this conflict go back to Tsarist 
conquests in the 19th century and Stalin’s bru-
tal deportation of the Chechen people to Cen-
tral Asia during World War II. Unfortunately, 
certain radical Islamic militant elements linked 
to international terrorism have become in-
volved on the Chechen side, though the State 
Department has stressed that not all 
Chechens are terrorists. 

Despite Moscow’s repeated claims that 
heavy-handed Russian tactics in Chechnya 
are part of the war against global terrorism, 
the situation is far more complex. Many 
Chechens have taken up arms against what 
they believe is a repressive colonial power 
and wish to see Chechnya as an independent 
state that will be able to make the critical 
choice regarding the future of its people. As is 
so frequently the case, the civilian population 
has suffered terribly from the war. While both 
sides are guilty of violations of international 
humanitarian law, the Russian military and 
special operations units have been respon-
sible for numerous and well-documented in-
stances of gratuitous, brutal and mass vio-
lence against the civilian population. 

During my years in the leadership of the 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, the Commission has conducted eight 
hearings and briefings on Chechnya. Wit-
nesses, including a nurse who was present in 
a Chechen town where some of the worst 
atrocities by Russian forces took place, have 
described the appalling fate of the civilian pop-
ulation. 

According to the U.S. State Department’s 
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices 
for 2001, ‘‘The indiscriminate use of force by 
government troops in the Chechen conflict re-
sulted in widespread civilian casualties and 
the displacement of hundreds of thousands of 
persons, the majority of whom sought refuge 
in the neighbouring republic of Ingushetia. At-
tempts by government forces to regain control 
over Chechnya were accompanied by the in-
discriminate use of air power and artillery. 
There were numerous reports of attacks by 
government forces on civilian targets, includ-
ing the bombing of schools and residential 
areas.’’ The report continues: ‘‘Command and 
control among military and special police units 
often appeared to be weak, and a climate of 
lawlessness, corruption, and impunity flour-
ished, which fostered individual acts by gov-
ernment forces of violence and looting against 
civilians.’’ Among the examples of such law-
lessness and impunity in the Country Reports 
were ‘‘. . . reports of mass graves and ‘dump-
ing grounds’ for victims allegedly executed by 
Russian forces in Chechnya’’ and ‘‘cleansing’’ 
operations directed against guerrillas but re-
sulting in deaths and the disappearance of 
non-combatants. 

The State Department points out that 
Chechen forces also committed serious 
abuses: ‘‘According to unconfirmed reports, 
rebels killed civilians who would not assist 
them, used civilians as human shields, forced 
civilians to build fortifications, and prevented 
refugees from fleeing Chechnya. In several 
cases, elderly Russian civilians were killed for 
no apparent reason other than their ethnicity.’’ 

Against this unsettling backdrop, with an es-
timated 100,000 internally displaced persons 
living in refugee camps in neighbouring 
Ingushetia, and under the guns of approxi-
mately 80,000 Russian soldiers in Chechnya, 
the Chechen people have reportedly voted 
overwhelmingly for the proposed new constitu-
tion. Nevertheless, it is difficult to believe that 
a genuine assessment of the public will would 
have been determined under such cir-
cumstances. I would ask the same question I 
asked in a Helsinki Commission press release 
over a month ago: ‘‘Are we supposed to be-
lieve that this referendum will stabilize 
Chechnya while armed conflict between the 
Russian military and Chechen fighters con-
tinue to produce death and destruction?’’ 

The well-respected Russian human rights 
group, Memorial, has charged that Chechens 
were pressured to vote with the threat of los-
ing their pensions or humanitarian aid. A joint 
assessment mission of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
and the Council of Europe stated that ‘‘no 
group has been able to campaign officially 
against the referendum in the mass media or 
distribute literature arguing against the ref-
erendum,’’ although some opposition opinions 
were voiced in the media. Incidentally, in the 
concluding communique of the 1999 Istanbul 
OSCE Summit, the Russian Government 
agreed that all sides should seek a political 
solution to the conflict, and avail themselves of 
the assistance of the OSCE. This commitment 
was seriously undermined when the Russian 
government evicted the OSCE Assistance 
Mission to Chechnya at the end of last year. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bush Administration has 
stated that ‘‘. . . we hope [the referendum] 
can be the basis for a political solution to that 
tragic conflict.’’ I find that rather optimistic. The 

Russian Government might better instruct its 
military to stop terrorizing the civilian popu-
lation, prosecute human rights violators and 
rebuild Chechnya. Then perhaps it would not 
have to hold referenda in Chechnya under 
armed guard.

f 

TRIBUTE TO VICKI DOUGLAS 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of both a friend and constituent of mine, 
the Honorable Vicki Douglas. Tonight, Vicki 
Douglas is receiving the Distinguished Citizen 
Award from the Shenandoah Area Council, 
Boy Scouts of America, in Martinsburg, West 
Virginia for her years of continuous service to 
her community and state government. 

Serving as my first committee chair in the 
West Virginia House of Delegates, Vicki was a 
colleague and a mentor. To this day, I value 
her leadership and tenacity and applaud her 
dedication. Throughout her career, Ms. Doug-
las has worked tirelessly to bring women’s 
issues to the forefront and promote the well 
being of all West Virginians. 

It is a great honor to commend Ms. Douglas 
on her service to the great state of West Vir-
ginia and recognize this extraordinary achieve-
ment.

f 

TRIBUTE TO MEMBERS OF OUR 
ARMED FORCES SERVING OVER-
SEAS 

HON. CASS BALLENGER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to pay tribute to the members of our armed 
forces serving overseas, but I do not wish to 
use words of my own. I want to use those of 
my constituent, Miss Lisa Seviers. Miss 
Seviers is only ten years old, but her words 
are of an understanding far greater than her 
age. Miss Seviers wrote a poem which I would 
like to share with you now:

‘‘THESE TROUBLED TIMES’’ 

In this time of 2003, a troubled year ahead we 
see, 

But lose no confidence for we are strong, 
bounded by our 

Nation’s thoughts of liberty, justice and 
freedom for all. 

We are the ones who will stand tall, 
When and if the economy falls. 
We will not lose hope—we will hope even 

more. 
Stand at the thought we are free, 
No matter what happens in other countries. 
We will stand strong, we will not give in. 
For the people of our land, we sent soldiers 

out to fight. 
So fearless, bold and courageous. 
They are being sent to a new land, 
Yet they show not signs of being afraid. 
We will pray to God to keep them safe. 
If he will, we will praise the Lord. 
If they don’t come back safe, most will say 
‘‘Why did you take my loved one away?’’ 
The answer hides on a coin: ‘‘In God We 

Trust’’ 
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Your answer is—we trust in God to keep 

them safe 
For God is wise, and what you say is— 
‘‘The best way to die is dying free.’’

I want to thank Miss Seviers for sending me 
her poem. I want to join with her and express 
my faith in our troops and my hope for their 
safe and speedy return.

f 

HONORING MARY IMBRIACO 

HON. ROB SIMMONS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mrs. Mary Imbriaco of Groton, Con-
necticut who is celebrating her 100th birthday 
on April 9, 2003. 

Mary was born in Italy and traveled to the 
United States with her family at the age of 13. 
She grew up in the town of Groton and be-
came a United States citizen in the 1930’s. 

Dedicated to her family and her community, 
Mary raised four children and worked almost 
her entire life, only retiring recently at the age 
Of 85. Just 10 years ago she suffered a 
stroke. Her strong will and determination have 
helped her to triumph during this difficult time. 

Today Mary resides in the same house that 
she has called her home since 1933. She has 
a passion for music and singing and brings 
many gifts to her community and her family. 
Mary’s life is an inspiration to all who know 
her and I commend her on a lifetime of 
achievements. 

Mr. Speaker, I would encourage the Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives to join 
me in celebration of Mary Imbriaco’s 100th 
birthday. She is a blessing to our community 
and to this country. 

Tanti Auguri!
f 

SECURING BLESSINGS OF PROVI-
DENCE FOR PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND OUR 
ARMED FORCES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 26, 2003

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I hope and pray for 
the safe return of our troops, and I pray for 
peace. I know that many other Americans do 
as well. I do not believe, however, that it is the 
place of government to tell Americans how or 
when to pray. Matters of faith are deeply per-
sonal, and it is one of the founding principles 
of this government that the state should not in-
trude upon them.

f 

IN HONOR OF HUGH AND MARTY 
DOWNEY AND THE PLACE OF 
HOPE 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Hugh and Marty Downey of Ar-

vada, Colorado, who have dedicated their 
lives to over five hundred orphans in Matoso, 
Kenya. 

Raising more than $300,000 a year through 
private donations and small businesses, the 
Downeys are able to run a home and medical 
center for the children that is known as ‘‘the 
place of hope’’ or Lalmba to the people of 
Kenya. 

Stationed with the U.S. Army as a commu-
nications specialist in Africa over forty years 
ago, Hugh Downey knew little of Africa and 
the role he would play with Kenya’s children. 
Today, he and Marty spend six months out of 
the year raising 500 children in African grass 
huts and the other six months with their own 
grown children back in Colorado. 

Home to 2.2 million out of 3 million AIDS 
victims, Africa has found itself in an epidemic 
affecting both children and adults. In Kenya, 
190,000 deaths a year are caused by HIV/
AIDS, so it is not surprising that the majority 
of the Downey’s orphans were born to parents 
who died from AIDS. The rate of Kenyans 
contracting the AIDS virus has doubled in the 
past decade, and will continue to rise and af-
fect children. 

As AIDS continues to greatly affect the Afri-
can economy and society, Marty and Hugh 
Downey have been called upon to educate 
and house an increasing number of orphans. 
Many African adults, because they suffer from 
AIDS, are unable to support their families—in 
fact, their children are forced to drop out of 
school and work to support their dying par-
ents. As the cost for AIDS medication and 
school fees increase, most children have no 
choice but to begin working at a young age. 
By offering education and preventive AIDS 
medication for the children, the Downey’s are 
giving these Kenyan children the chance at a 
future. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Marty and Hugh Downey for their dedication 
and commitment to bettering the future for 
over 500 African children with their creation of 
Lalmba and to wish them continued success 
with their chosen mission of mercy and hope.

f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN CARL D. 
PURSELL UPON HIS INDUCTION 
INTO THE PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 
HALL OF FAME 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing former Congressman Carl D. Pursell, 
who was recently inducted into the Plymouth, 
Michigan Hall of Fame. 

Congressman Pursell’s career in public 
service began as a member of the Wayne 
County Board of Commissioners. He was 
quickly elected to the Michigan State Senate, 
and subsequently to eight terms in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, where he held nu-
merous leadership posts. 

Congressman Pursell was a national figure 
in efforts to balance the budget. As Budget 
Task Force Chairman, he led the authorship of 
two federal budgets proposing no new taxes 
and no new spending. As the Ranking Repub-
lican on the Labor, Health and Human Serv-

ices, and the Education Appropriations Sub-
committee, Congressman Pursell oversaw 
funding for all of the nation’s job training, 
labor, health care, biomedical research, and 
education programs. Congressman Pursell 
also served on the Appropriations Committee, 
the Committee on Standards of Official Con-
duct, and the Energy and Water Development 
Appropriations Subcommittee during his ten-
ure. 

Carl, who once graced this chamber with his 
intellect, wit, and kindness, has been, is now, 
and always will be a tremendous inspiration to 
our community back home, and to this Con-
gressman in particular. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my sincere apprecia-
tion to former Congressman Carl D. Pursell for 
his fine service to our country as he is in-
ducted into the Plymouth, Michigan Hall of 
Fame.

f 

CONCERNING TREATMENT OF 
MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES 
HELD AS PRISONER OF WAR BY 
IRAQI AUTHORITIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 26, 2003

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today I 
urge all Americans to unite in support of our 
troops now engaged in battle in Iraq. 

Our Commander and Chief, with the ap-
proval of Congress, called our armed forces 
into action to disarm a rogue regime that 
threatens our freedom and security. 

With our troops now in the line of fire, with 
more than 28 Americans having made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for freedom, the time for protest 
has past. The time for unity has arrived. 

We live in a free society where we all share 
the right to debate the best policies for our na-
tion. And in a free society, each of us also has 
the right to assemble and to protest. These 
are sacred rights. 

But once our nation has decided to act 
through our democratic process, and once our 
troops have been sent into harm’s way, the 
time for debate and protest is over. 

Just as we share sacred rights, we also 
share sacred duties. Today, with American 
troops in the field, we all share a duty to unite 
behind them and ensure that our actions do 
them no harm. 

But if just one floor speech by a member of 
Congress, just one acceptance speech by a 
Hollywood director, or just one street protest 
causes Saddam Hussein and his forces to 
hold on for even one day longer, then those 
responsible will have done a terrible disservice 
to those serving so bravely in our name. 

I would never question any American’s right 
to speak or protest, I only question the wis-
dom of doing so at this time. 

No matter what political beliefs we hold, we 
are all Americans—and those soldiers in uni-
form fighting on the front lines are our brothers 
and sisters, sons and daughters, mothers and 
fathers.

Those who undertake further protests at this 
point only fuel the resolve of our enemy, and 
they must take full responsibility for their ac-
tions. 

Perhaps some need to be reminded why we 
are fighting and what we are fighting against. 
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Americans were sent to disarm an evil re-

gime that has stockpiled weapons of mass de-
struction that threaten the peace and security 
of the free world. 

26,000 liters of anthrax. 38,000 liters of bot-
ulinum toxin. 500 tons of sarin, mustard gas, 
and VX nerve agents; enough chemical and 
biological weapons to kill millions of innocent 
people in a single act of terrorism. 

I agree with President Bush, the risk of 
doing nothing is far greater than the risk of 
doing something. 

Americans were also sent to Iraq to end a 
regime of terror. A regime that has used 
chemical weapons on its own population, a re-
gime that has made rape and torture an in-
strument of public policy. 

Just ask 68-year-old mother, Zahra Khafi, 
recently liberated by American forces, whose 
28-year-old son was summarily executed two 
years ago by Saddam Hussein’s regime for 
merely practicing his religion, a branch of 
Islam out of official favor. She greeted our 
troops saying, ‘‘peace be upon you, peace be 
upon you.’’ 

‘‘Should I be afraid?’’ she said, wiping her 
eyes. ‘‘Is Saddam coming back?’’ 

Ask All Khemy, who said after the 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit liberated his village, 
‘‘Americans very good . . . Iraq wants to be 
free.’’ 

President Ronald Reagan once said ‘‘no 
weapon in the arsenals of the world is so for-
midable as the will and moral courage of free 
men and women.’’ The minions of tyranny and 
evil are learning that lesson today. 

Our nation has met much greater chal-
lenges and we have faced darker days. During 
the Civil War when brother fought brother, 
President Abraham Lincoln solemnly stated, ‘‘I 
have often been driven to my knees with the 
overwhelming conviction I had no where else 
to go.’’ 

I believe now is a good time for all Ameri-
cans to be driven to our knees and pray for a 
speedy victory . . . pray for our men and 
women in uniform, and pray for a peaceful 
world no longer threatened with weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Our cause is just. Our victory is inevitable. 
Freedom will prevail. But we must all must 
unite behind our troops today.

f 

CONCERNING TREATMENT OF 
MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES 
HELD AS PRISONER OF WAR BY 
IRAQI AUTHORITIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 26, 2003

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 
March 8th, citizens of the Santa Clarita Valley 
gathered at a busy intersection to show their 
support for our American troops and for Presi-
dent Bush. Over a period of several hours, 
hundreds of people of all ages participated. 
Carrying signs and waving flags, they elicited 
a steady chorus of honking and cheering from 
passing motorists. 

Barbara Barrick, Elizabeth Makous, Stacy 
and Brad Meyer, Denise Grimes and Betty 
Lanning planned this wonderful display of pa-
triotism with assistance from the Santa Clarita 

Congress of Republicans, the Republican 
Women Federated, the Young Republicans 
and the Lincoln Club. 

Judy Belty, a young soldier’s mother, was 
so touched by the demonstration that she 
wrote the following letter to the editor of our 
local paper, The Signal. I share it with my col-
leagues in hopes they will find it as inspiring 
as I did.

EDITOR: As I was driving home today I saw 
about 100 people dressed in red, white and 
blue, waving flags, holding up signs and 
cheering in support of our president and 
troops. Most of the cars passed by honking 
their horns in support of the waving display. 
1 wanted to stop right there, get out of my 
car and hug the first person I ran into. I 
wanted to say ‘‘thank you’’ for being a voice 
for my boy. 

I am the mom of an Army 82nd Airborne 
medic soldier and my heart has been heavy 
with the rhetoric that has been voiced in the 
name of ‘‘peace.’’ I think I can safely say 
that none of us wants war, not even Presi-
dent Bush. But it is no secret that our coun-
try’s freedom has always had a cost. 

Since 9–11, I have been asked often if I 
think we should go to war. I think most ex-
pect me to say no, because I am a soldier’s 
mom. Well, as a mom, I don’t want my son 
or any other young person to have to experi-
ence what may be ahead. As an American, I 
want to keep my right to speak my opinion, 
to practice my Christian faith, to display my 
country’s flag, to make choices for my life 
that are usually politically incorrect,’’ and 
even to write this letter. I want to be able to 
ride up an elevator and believe I am safe, to 
board a plane and reach my destination. 
More importantly, I want this freedom for 
our children. 

I drove by the supporting display about 
three times, and each time I was stirred with 
emotion. I wished my son could see the sup-
port for what he is doing. When I hear others 
speak against the war, I wonder if they real-
ly remember the human lives stationed all 
over the world for them? 

The military is not paradise. It’s not all 
fun and games. My son has been to the Mid-
dle East and will probably be returning again 
within a few months. I have so much com-
passion in my heart for the moms of sons 
who were in combat, for the spouses of sol-
diers, and the children. 

Do I want war? No, but I want peace and 
freedom. Do I want my son to go to war? Of 
course not, but I am extremely proud of him 
and his fellow comrades for valuing my life 
over their own. 

So to those of you that stood out there, 
thank you. Thank you for helping people re-
member that regardless of whether you agree 
with war, there are real men and women, our 
troops, in need of our love, our support, our 
words of encouragement. Thank you and 
please, God in heaven, bless America.

f 

HONORING PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the work of a great American, Phyllis 
Schlafly. Mrs. Schlafly was named one of the 
100 most important women of the 20th century 
by the Ladies’ Home Journal, and has been a 
national leader of the conservative movement 
since the publication of her bestselling 1964 
book, A Choice Not An Echo. 

Mrs. Schlafly has been a leader of the pro-
family movement since 1972, when she start-
ed her national volunteer organization now 
called Eagle Forum. In a ten-year battle, she 
led the profamily movement to victory over the 
principal legislative goal of the radical femi-
nists, called the Equal Rights Amendment. An 
articulate and successful opponent of the rad-
ical feminist movement, she appears in debate 
on college campuses more frequently than 
any other conservative. 

Mrs. Schlafly’s monthly newsletter called 
The Phyllis Schlafly Report is now in its 36th 
year. Her syndicated column appears in 100 
newspapers, her radio commentaries are 
heard daily on 460 stations, and her radio talk 
show on education called ‘‘Phyllis Schlafly 
Live’’ is heard weekly on 45 stations. Both can 
be heard on the internet. 

In addition, she is the author or editor of 21 
books on subjects as varied as family (The 
Power of the Positive Woman) and feminism 
(Feminist Fantasies), nuclear strategy (Strike 
From Space and Kissinger on the Couch), 
education (Child Abuse in the Classroom), and 
child care (Who Will Rock the Cradle?). Her 
recent book, Turbo Reader, is a system to en-
able every parent to teach his child to read. 

Mrs. Schlafly is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate 
of Washington University, received her J.D. 
from Washington University Law School, and 
received her Master’s in Political Science from 
Harvard University. She is a lawyer who 
served on the Commission on the Bicentennial 
of the U.S. Constitution appointed by Presi-
dent Reagan, has testified before more than 
50 Congressional and State Legislative com-
mittees on constitutional, national defense, 
and family issues. 

The mother of six children and an Illinois 
Mother of the Year, Mrs. Schlafly is America’s 
best-known advocate of the dignity and honor 
that we as a society owe to the role of fulltime 
homemaker. 

Phyllis Schlafly was honored in 2002 by 
Focus on the Family as the Mother of the 
Profamily Movement, and in 2003) she was 
the honoree at dinners hosted by the Council 
for National Policy and the Conservative Polit-
ical Action Committee. She has since 1972 
traveled at least annually to Alabama to de-
bate and speak eloquently on issues that af-
fect the family. 

The Alabama Policy Institute, Christian Coa-
lition of Alabama, and the Southeast Law Insti-
tute have joined the Eagle Forum of Alabama 
to honor Mrs. Schlafly and express their admi-
ration, appreciation, and affirmation of her ex-
emplary service to God, family and country. 
As President Ronald Reagan said: ‘‘Our nation 
needs the kind of volunteer service you and 
Eagle Forum have demonstrated . . .’’ And as 
American Conservative Union Chairman David 
Keene said in a statement this year about 
Mrs. Schlafly: ‘‘If there are giants among us, 
you are certainly one. The movement of which 
we are all part would never have achieved the 
successes it has without you . . . you had the 
courage to be ‘conservative before it was 
cool’. . . the fact that so many young people 
are attracted to our banner today is a tribute 
to your work.’’ 

I stand with these groups and individuals to 
honor Phyllis Schlafly for her service to our 
country and culture, and her commitment to 
conservative family values.
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HONORING EDITH PALMER ON THE 

OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT 
FROM THE SPRINGVILLE 
LEAGUE FOR THE HANDICAPPED 

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and honor a remarkable and de-
voted individual. Tomorrow, Edith Palmer will 
be honored by her community on the occasion 
of her retirement from the Springville League 
for the Handicapped and Preschool Learning 
Center. 

For 43 years, Edie has been the heart and 
soul of a facility that has given new hope to 
parents and new opportunities for the more 
than 160 preschool children who come 
through its doors each year. I know that not 
only because Edie lives in my hometown, but 
also because I am one of those parents. 

In May, 1960, Edie answered a newspaper 
ad calling together parents of disabled children 
to meet and discuss the special educational 
needs of their children. These concerned par-
ents first met under a tree on East Avenue, 
where they planted the seeds for what has be-
come one of the premiere educational facilities 
for handicapped and learning disabled children 
in all of New York state. 

Edie’s devotion to the Springville League for 
the Handicapped began from her own experi-
ence as the parent of a hearing disabled son. 
Like other parents of handicapped children in 
the 1950’s, Edie felt, as she said in her own 
words, ‘‘adrift on the ocean with no help on 
the horizon.’’

That first day, Edie volunteered to handle all 
the group’s secretarial work, and later that 
year became Board Secretary for their volun-
teer board of directors—a post she would hold 
for 20 years. For its first dozen years, the 
League provided volunteer help for children, 
using donated space, volunteer staff and pro-
viding help to children at no cost to their par-
ents. 

Thanks, in part, to Edie’s leadership, dedi-
cation and passion, the Springville League for 
the Handicapped and Preschool Center 
opened the doors of its own facility in 1987; 
and today employs 95 people, serving 160 
disabled preschool children each year. Earlier 
this year, Edie Palmer was named the Spring-
ville Chamber of Commerce ‘‘Citizen of the 
Year,’’ an honor well deserved. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that this Congress join 
me in saluting Edie Palmer for her 43 years of 
service to the Springville League for the 
Handicapped and Preschool Learning Center. 
As a parent, I can personally attest to the tre-
mendous difference that she has made in the 
lives of children and families in Western New 
York, and I am proud and grateful to be able 
to call her my friend.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2004

SPEECH OF 

HON. TIM MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 20, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 95) establishing the congressional 
budget for the United States Government for 
fiscal year 2004 and setting forth appropriate 
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2003 and 2005 
through 2013:

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Chairman, I rise today in 
support of the fiscal year 2004 budget resolu-
tion. I would like to thank the gentleman from 
Iowa for his hard work on the budget resolu-
tion. Over the last several days, I’ve met with 
House Leadership to voice my concerns with 
this resolution. Although this budget does not 
have everything in it I am requesting, it is 
showing considerable momentum in the right 
direction. 

Most Americans agree that the federal gov-
ernment must tighten its fiscal belt. This budg-
et controls federal spending, while also ensur-
ing that priority items are adequately funded. 
This budget protects the Medicare program 
while also beginning the process of reforming 
the system. This budget also provides $400 
billion over ten years to provide a prescription 
drug benefit. I strongly support this funding, 
and I will continue to work for a Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit for Pennsylvania’s sen-
iors. 

This budget protects our veterans. Although 
earlier drafts of this resolution provided lower 
levels of veterans’ funding than in the Presi-
dent’s fiscal year 2004 Budget, I strongly ad-
vocated the need for higher levels in my dis-
cussions with Leadership and the Committee. 
This resolution matches the President’s pro-
posed 6.1 percent increase in veterans’ dis-
cretionary spending over fiscal year 2003, and 
a 7.5 percent increase in mandatory outlays. I 
would like to thank the Chairman for his com-
mitment to veterans, and for promising to sup-
port even higher levels of funding during con-
ference negotiations. 

I have met with numerous veterans in my 
district and across Pennsylvania. Let me reas-
sure those who served our country that I will 
continue to support stronger funding for vet-
erans, especially in the area of health benefits. 
More needs to be done. For example, wait 
times for veterans seeking medical care re-
main much too long. But this budget is not the 
end of the road on veterans’ funding, and, as 
the only Pennsylvania Member of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, I will continue to 
work on this. 

That Committee and several veterans’ 
groups are working together to identify waste, 
fraud and abuse to ensure that the VA is 
using its resources efficiently. For example, 
the VA Inspector General has identified more 
than 5,500 cases of individuals who may be 
defrauding the VA by receiving benefits in-
tended for veterans who have died. The VA 
has recovered $4.7 million from these cases. 
We must also update and improve purchasing 
procedures such as for medical supplies and 
prescription drugs. Every dollar wasted, every 

penny stolen through fraud or abuse is money 
robbed from veterans—and none of us will tol-
erate this. 

I also support this budget’s call to cut one 
cent on the dollar from other federal agencies 
by reducing fraud, waste, and abuse. I believe 
we can find these savings and, as a taxpayer, 
I believe we are obligated to try. We must en-
sure, down to the last penny, that every tax 
dollar is spent wisely and efficiently. 

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor of pro-
tecting Medicare, providing funds for a Medi-
care prescription drug benefit, and increasing 
spending on veterans’ health care needs.

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 1462, THE 
INTERNATIONAL DISABILITIES 
AND VICTIMS OF WARFARE AND 
CIVIL STRIFE ASSISTANCE ACT 
OF 2003

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 27, 2003

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing H.R. 1462, the International Disabilities 
and Victims of Warfare and Civil Strife Assist-
ance Act of 2003. Mr. Speaker, as we speak 
thousands of young men and women in our 
Armed Forces are beginning the long process 
of transforming Iraq and the entire Middle East 
by risking their lives in the desert plains before 
Baghdad. These brave members of our Armed 
Forces are facing many threats—threats from 
Iraqi’s Fedayeen, who violate international hu-
manitarian law by pretending to surrender and 
then attacking our troops, from weapons of 
mass destruction and from landmines. Mr. 
Speaker, I understand that already many of 
our casualties are related to these devices or 
have injuries similar to those inflicted by these 
weapons. 

The bill I am introducing today is intended to 
help those who face identical injuries. The suf-
fering of individuals with disabilities and the in-
nocent victims of landmines, civil strife and 
warfare—men, women and children who often 
lead shattered lives—transcends any politics. 
An often-difficult life in the developing world is 
instantly made nearly impossible, for example, 
as a landmine indiscriminately transforms a 
productive member of a village, an irreplace-
able provider for a family, a child hoping for a 
better life, a young woman looking forward to 
marriage and children, into a crippled, demor-
alized person who is often shunned as a liabil-
ity by his or her society. Persons with disabil-
ities—either from birth, accidents, civil strife or 
other means—are marginalized, often without 
any hope of leading useful and productive 
lives. 

The United States provides some assist-
ance for rehabilitation and societal reintegra-
tion of individuals suffering from disabilities 
and landmine victims, but so much more 
needs to be done; currently, only about 10 
percent of U.S. assistance to address the 
landmine problem actually helps survivors. 

The International Disabilities and Victims of 
Warfare and Civil Strife Assistance Act of 
2003 grants the President new statutory au-
thority to conduct international disability and 
landmine victim programs, primarily through 
private organizations; authorizes and coordi-
nates related activities of appropriate U.S. 
agencies; and authorizes increased funding 
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levels for such programs. Let me make one 
additional point, Mr. Speaker, this bill is not 
about questions regarding the ban on land-
mines. It is simply a humanitarian measure 
designed to help the innocent men, women 

and children who face disabilities throughout 
their lives. 

I want to thank my cosponsor and cochair-
man of the Congressional Human Rights Cau-
cus, my good friend from Virginia, FRANK 
WOLF for making this bipartisan legislation, as 

well as the Senate cosponsors, Senator SAM 
BROWNBACK and Senator HILLARY CLINTON, 
who have been leaders in this area. 

I urge swift consideration and enactment of 
this legislation. 
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